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EDW. ALLEN 
London Agency for American Libraries 


28 HENRIETTA ST., COVENT GARDEN, LONDON. 


FOUNDED IN 1856. 


Special Notice to Librarians. 


Mr. E. G. ALLEN desires to lay before you the advantages of using this Agency for pro- 
curing English and Foreign Books, Magazines, Periodicals, etc., and for 1 Library Work 
in Great Britain. 


Long existing relations with the Booksellers and Publishers of the United Kingdom enable 
him to execute orders of any magnitude promptly and economically. All important books 
collated before delivery. 


Specialty is made of the finding of Out of Print Books. His success in this department is 
unrivalled, possessing unique means of search, by which he is able to supply scarce books 
expeditiously and at moderate prices. 
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A good selection of Second-hand Dealers’ Catalogues is sent to clients by every mail, and no 
commission charged on orders from them. 


New Books supplied on the most advantageous terms, and the Full Trade Discount allowed 
off the published price. 


Auction Catalogues Mailed, Sales Attended, and Commissions Executed with Care and 
Judgment. 


Defects of Rare Books Reproduced in Facsimile. 
Long Sets of Scientific and Other Periodicals Supplied. Imperfect Sets Completed. 


Large consignments sent by fast steamers at through rates. Small orders can be sent by 
mail or by express system at low charges. 


Special note is kept of all continuations of serials, which are forwarded immediately on 
publication. 


Bookbinding in every style, cheap and durable, for library use. Dilapidated old binding 
skilfully repaired. Pamphlet binding at specially cheap rates. 


Should you at present be without the services of a London Agency, Mr. ALLEN would be 
pleased to answer any inquiries. All orders receive his personal attention, and with an experi- 
ence of forty years in library business, and the thorough equipment of his agency, he believes 
himself capable of meeting every library requirement in a satisfactory manner. 


Special terms for large orders. 


References permitted to first-class Libraries. 
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Any one who has within the last few years 
been in touch with library interests cannot fail 
to have been impressed by the increasing extent 
to which private generosity has been enlisted in 
the library cause. As outward and visible signs 
of the place that the public library is coming to 
occupy in public life, the many beautiful build- 
ings erected for its service by private givers are 
most significant. The ninth report of the 
Massachusetts Free Library Commission is a 
revelation of the extent to which this form of 
philanthropy has found representation in Mas- 
sachusetts, 120 library buildings being recorded 
as erected by private givers; while the recent 
revised edition of the Boston Public Library. 
index to library plans gives further proof of 
the growth of this tendency. It is interesting 
to note how many of the buildings recorded in 
both these lists have been built within the last 
ten years—so many, that 1890 seems almost to 
mark a fresh impulse given to this branch of 
library development. The increasing beauty 
and fitness of the buildings, too, is gratifying. 
While no special type seems to have been 
evolved, and the doctrine of free access seems 
not yet to have modified stack-room plans, there 
is evident a growing appreciation of simplicity 
and dignity, and a realization that a library is 
built for books and not only for architectural 
adornments. The present year bids fair to 
reach high-water mark in its record of library 
gifts and bequests, and if this form of philan- 
thropy continues to grow in favor it will not be 
long before the showing made by Massachusetts 
is equalled by the other states of the Union. 


Audi alteram partem, and certainly libra- 
rians are accustomed to give ready ear to both 
sides of most questions. Dr. Wire presents the 
other side of the ‘‘evaluation” question in a 
paper elsewhere, in which his medical training 
is perhaps shown in his use of the scalpel. It 
is quite true that any expert is apt to over- 
emphasize the importance of his own field, and 
also to forget the limitations of mind on the 
part of the general public, which is to read 
books on his subject. Even an ‘‘all round” 
mind with the most comprehensive training is 
not equipped to utilize the books intended for 


— 
experts, and as Dr. Wire points out it is quite 
easy to overload a catalog with books so spe- 
cialized as not to be of general service. This 
is not, however, an argument against evaluation 
of books, but rather an emphasis of the impor- 
tance of evaluation on proper lines and within 
proper limits. In other words, the opinion of 
the scientific expert should be balanced by the 
opinion of the expert librarian. Thus, while 
the librarian should know, as Dr. Wire indi- 
cates, the limitations and characteristics of his 
readers, he may well utilize for his guidance 
the opinions of those who should know the 
limitations and characteristics of special classes 
of books. The caseof the librarian who placed 
Renan’s ‘‘ Vie de Jésus" in a selection of 
‘*Books for Lenten reading" is not an imagi- 
nary one, and itis probable that a little ‘‘ expert 
advice " would have resulted in a better choice. 
There is a happy medium between books for 
cramming and books of specialization, and it is 
the business of evaluation, properly worked, to 
strike that happy mean. 


ON one subject there is no longer another 
side in America, although our English brethren 
are still divided into hostile camps, not uneven- 
ly balanced. Almost no one, apparently, is 
left in America to oppose free access to shelves 
—the only question being the limitations within 
which that is possible. Question has been 
raised whether there is not a contradiction in 
recent statements made in the JOURNAL re- 
ferring to the late Dr. Guild as a ‘‘ pioneer in 
the open-shelf movement for college libraries " 
and also to the Pawtucket Library as ‘‘in- 
augurating the open-shelf system in public li- 
braries.” While there seems, perhaps, an im- 
plied contradiction in this, it should be pointed 
out that in one case reference is made to the spe- 
cial field of college work and in the other to the 
work of a popular library. Our correspondent 
adds, ‘‘The Nantucket Library, in which I 
passed part of a summer vacation in 1849 or 
1850, was an open-shelf library.” There is no 
doubt that free access, like the two-book sys- 
tem, and indeed most other features of library 
work has been practised to some extent in indi- 
vidual instances before being brought to gen- 
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eral attention by those who may fairly be called 
pioneers in its development. While appreciat- 
ing that fact, itis not unfair to emphasize as 
pioneer service the work of Mrs. Sanders who 
at conferences and in all places, in season and 
perhaps some have thought out of season, has 
stood forthe principle that the public should 
have access to the shelves in the popular library. 


It is always difficult to trace historically the 
absolute origin of this or that practice, espe- 
cially in these modern times when the world 
seems to reach a point of development in which 
the same idea occurs simultaneously to many 
people. This is true of the free-access prin- 
ciple, and it is also true of the circulation of art 
material in library fashion. Years ago, not 
long after the organization of the A. L. A., 
Miss Ellen D. Hale, daughter of the Rev. E. 
E. Hale, was one of the pioneers in this move- 
ment, which we think originated in Massachu- 
setts, and now the work has broadened so that 
it is carried on in modified forms by individual 
libraries, by state commissions —as in Wiscon- 
sin —and in interesting fashion as a feature of 
the general work of the Massachusetts Library 
Club. The plan of associating this kind of 
work with libraries follows the English prece- 
dent, in which art galleries and museums are 
associated with the library in so many munici- 
palities, and certainly it isa happy combination. 


Communications. 


OLD SWEDISH BOOKS — INFORMATION 
WANTED. 


I sHoutp like to inquire, through the 
agency of L. J., whether any library possesses 
any of the following old Swedish books, in 
which case I would be obliged for full collation 
of the same. The four books, bound together, 
formerly belonging to a minister of the church 
in Sweden, were said to have been sold in 1893 
or thereabout to an ‘‘agent for American li- 
braries” : 

1. Een nyttwgh | wnderwijsning wthwr | 
schriffterne om men | niskiones fall, 
[84¢ lines] M.D.XXVI. 


224 unnumbered pages in 14 sheets, with signatures 
A-Avy to O-Ov. The copy in question lacks the whole 
of sheet A and B, and the following leaves: C, Ciij, F, 
Nij, Oiij, Ov, and O8. 

2. Een skin nyttugh vnderwisningh allom 
chvistnom menniskiom . . . [1826 ?] 

I can , ave no collation of this, teres this copy is 
said to belong to an edition that is otherwise unknown. 


Also this is incomplete. 


3. En liten in | gong ithfi helga scrifft | 
[5 lines] | Stocholm | MDXXIX. 

32 unnumbered pages, with signatures: Aij, Aiij, 
Aiij [sic], Bj, [Bij ?], Biij, Biiij, Bv. Also incomplete. 
4. [Nagre gndhelige wijsor vthdragne aff then 

Helga Skrift, . . . Stockholm, 1530 ] 
8-+(8?) unnumbered leaves, the first 8 with signa- 
tures: Aij- Av 

This copy lacks t. p. and ends with leaf 8, the last 

ge of whichis blank. Aij 7. “© Fadher waar 
barmhertigh godh.”’ The last blank page has a psalm 
written in ms., beginning : ‘‘ I betleem skedde herdvmen 
mon.’ 

Any one who can give information regarding 
these books would greatly oblige 

AKSEL G. S. JOSEPHSON. 


Tue Joun_Crerar 


OBJECT LESSONS. 

A BOOK was discovered, not long since, on 
the shelves of the children’s room of the Mil- 
waukee Public Library, which was badly mu- 
tilated. Some child had evidently amused 
himself by making criss-cross marks, with a 
knife, upon the covers. An injury of this sort 
is so unusual that it aroused both surprise and 
indignation. 

To find out the sentiment of the children in 
regard to such an act, the following notice was 
posted, with the injured book, ona conspicuous 
place: 

“I should like to know what the boys and girls think 
of any one who would injure a book like this. Does he 
or she deserve to come to our room? 

“Put your answers to this question in the box on the 
counter. 

About 80 or 90 answers were put in the box 
within a short time. A few of the answers are 
printed, to show the righteous indignation 
which was aroused among the children: 

‘*In such a case as that the person ought to 
be suspended from the library and also be com- 
pelled to pay a heavy fine, orelse sent to jail. 
(Signed) One of the boys that protects the 
children’s room." 

‘1 think the boy or girl who would injure a 
book in such a way ought to be promptly dis- 
charged from the library.” 

‘* No, they don’t deserve any prevliages. I 
never did such things as that to any book and I 
hope no more will injure any.” 

**Should not come to the library till he is 21 
years old.” 

‘*In a case like that you ought to apply to 
the rule of the book-pocket very strictly.” 

‘*]T think that a boy or girl who inger a book 
like this outo pay as much as the book cost and 
not to come to the library.” 

In the case of a bicycle injury the book was 
hung on the wall, and with it a word of cau- 
tion in regard to the way books might be 
Strapped, with safety, to wheels. 

Nothing in my experience has ever been so 
effectual in checking accidental or intentional 
injury to books as the foregoing method. 

Mary E. DousMaAn. 
Liprary, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


i 
| 
A 
én 
4 
2 
| 


September, '99] 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 517 


DISCRIMINATION REGARDING ‘‘OPEN SHELVES” IN LIBRARIES.* 


By SAMUEL Swett GREEN, Librarian Worcester (Mass.) Public Library. 


In 1890 took part ina symposium in the L1- 
BRARY JOURNAL On this subject, speaking sym- 
pathetically regarding the movement, then in 
its infancy, for open shelves. My attitude is | 
sympathetic to-day. 

The plan has been in vogue now for several | 
years. What have we learned from observa- | 
tion and experience ? 

It is evidently a good thing where practicable | 
to allow users ofa library to rummage freely | 
among books and select such as they wish to 
read or study. The plan is still growing in 
favor. It seems to me desirable that it should 
be adopted by the public libraries of the smaller 
and larger towns, in cities of moderate size, and 
in the branches of libraries injlarge cities. It is 
practicable, also, to use the plan in the main li- 
braries of large cities where the libraries are 
composed mainly of inexpensive books, which 
can readily be replaced if they disappear and 
where considerable supervision is exercised. 

In many libraries architectural difficulties in- 
terfere with the adoption of the plan. 

In one library where free access to the 
shelves is allowed and which has a very large 
circulation, the central library is in a very large 
room. The books are placed along the walls, 
and from the centre of the room persons who 
go to the shelves are under observation, 

All persons go to the shelves without asking 
permission, select such books as they desire, 
bring them to the desk to be charged and then 
pass through a passageway of some length in 
which they are quietly looked over by an at- 
tendant. The more valuable books in the col- 
lection are kept in a separate room and greater 
restrictions in regard to their use are enforced. 
Such arrangements make open shelves practica- 
ble even in a large city. 

I think of another library in which the books 
are kept in rooms on five floors connected by an 
elevator. With such an arragement of a build- 
ing the expense of keeping users under obser- 
vation would be large. 

For the sake of economy in space most large 
ibraries have of late years been housed in stacks. 
Books in stacks are not so readily guarded, if 
free access to shelves is allowed, as when ar- 


* Paper prepared for Atlanta Conference of American 
Library Association, May, 1899. 


| ranged around large rooms or in cases radiat- 


ing from a central desk, as the spokes of a 
wheel from the hub. 

When, however, architectural difficulties pre- 
vent allowance of free access to the whole 
library, shelves on which a few hundred or 
thousand books can be displayed may generally 
be provided. On these shelves new books 
would, of course, be placed, and old ones of an 
interesting character which have been over- 
looked by users or which are in demand by 
them. It is practicable, of course, to exhibit in 
this way collections so systematically selected 
that the more popular portions of the whole 
library will in time be displayed for free access. 


Something more extensive is often practicable. 


It may be found possible, for example, to give 
up an entire room or even story to the exhibi- 
tion of books among which readers may rum- 
mage freely. 

Whatever plan is adopted it should be borne 
in mind that the books should be properly 
guarded and the property of the town or city 
taken care of. The losses of libraries which 
allow free access to the shelves are necessarily 
considerable, and in the case of institutions in 
large places, sometimes very large. The best 
showing which I have seen is that of 13 small 
English libraries in which what is called ‘‘ safe- 
guarded” open access is allowed. The results 
may be found in no. 107 of volume r of the 
English periodical, Library World. 
gather,” says this periodical, ‘‘ from the table 
aforesaid that these libraries contain 137,783 
volumes in their lending departments; that up 
to date they have issued 2,561,888 volumes, out 
of which only 93, costing £10 1s. 3d., were lost; 
or one volume, value 2s. 2d., in every 27,547 
volumes circulated.” 

Let us look at the statistics of some of the 
large libraries of this country which have open 
shelves. Some of these do not deem it prudent 
to give the figures representing losses; others 
give them without hesitation. 

The first free public library of considerable 
size to adopt the plan of free access to 
the shelves was that of Cleveland, Ohio. 
Other larger places which have adopted this 


+ See also L. }., April, p. 166. 
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plan in public libraries are Minneapolis, Phila- 
delphia, and Denver. 

In Cleveland, I find by late printed reports, 
the net losses of books were in 1893-4, 194 vol- 
umes; in 1894-5, 426 volumes; in 1895-6, 808 
volumes; in 1896-7, 430 volumes. According 
to the last report but one of the Minneapolis 
Public Library, that institution had just taken 
account of stock, and found that its losses for 
a series of years had averaged 200 volumes. 
**The loss was less in the central library,” 
writes the librarian, ‘‘ because permits are re- 
quired there for going to the shelves.” The 
losses in Station C are three times as great as 
in Station A. The losses in Station B are four 
times as great as in Station A. The reason 
for the heavier losses in Stations B and C is 
that the architectural features of the quarters 
of these stations are such that persons going 
to the shelves cannot be closely watched as in 
the rooms occupied by Station A. 

The Free Library of Philadelphia publishes 
no statement of losses. Its circulation is very 
large and its losses are known to be large. 

In the last report of the Public Library at 
Denver, to which I have access, losses are 
not given. A few months ago I wrote to Mr. 
Dudley, the librarian of the City Library, to 
find what the losses in the Public Library at 
Denver have been. He replied as follows: 
‘*At the Public Library's inventory, taken 
about the time Dana left, the number of books 
which could not be accounted for was 1632. 
This was the record for three years and five 
months. I do not know how many could not 
be found at the previous stock-taking in 1894, 
but remember that Mr. Parsons, the present 
librarian, told me at that time that the number 
was so large he did not care to tell me what it 
was.” The largest percentage of books stolen, 
adds Mr. Dudley, was in the department of 
cookery. That fact bears a little hard, does it 
not, on the gentler sex which is now purifying 
the ballot by voting in Colorado? 

November 24, 1879, I arrested a notorious 
book-thief inthe Free Public Library, Worces- 
ter. I cannot give the particulars here, but 
they will be found in the LipraAry JOURNAL 
(L. J. 5:48). He had a list of books which 
could be sold at good prices, or carried the 
titles of several such books in his head, and 
went around from town to town taking out 
library cards and getting valuable books on 
them. When searched at the police office in 


Worcester cards were found on him giving the 
privileges of a resident issued by libraries in 
Milford, Walpole, Franklin, Medfield, Marl- 
borough, Northborough, Sherborn, and Fox- 
borough. He had also stolen books from 
public libraries in Brookline, Stoneham, Mel- 
rose, Medfield, Somerville, Brockton, Weston, 
and Waltham. I arrested him for stealing 
books from the Clinton Public Library, and he 
tried, unsuccessfully, to steal books from the 
Free Public Library at Worcester. 

Early in 1892, in Pawtucket, R. I., a woman 
stole from the public library, which allows free 
access to the shelves, 500 of the best books in 
the library before she was discovered. She 
was one of the last persons to be suspected, 
being a woman of culture, college bred and 
formerly a teacher in Maine and New Hamp- 
shire. She had means, also. She said she 
took the books because she loved them, and 
circumstances seemed to indicate that that was 
true. She was shocked when the word “‘ steal- 
ing” was applied to her acts. The books stolen 
in Pawtucket were recovered ; those stolen by 
the thief whom I arrested were not recovered, 
probably excepting in a few instances. 

It does not follow, however, that because 
losses in large public libraries are heavy that 
the plan of open shelves should be given up. I 
am not aware that any one of the large places 
just mentioned desires to discontinue the privi- 
leges of free access to the shelves, Every library 
must consider for itself whether the benefits or 
evils of the system are the greater. It does 
seem, however, desirable that efforts should 
be made to detect thieves. We pray not to be 
led into temptation ; we should be careful not 
to make it too easy to steal and encourage the 
formation of the habit of stealing or lead to its 
intensification. 

Besides the losses which libraries incur by 
allowing free access to the shelves, they suffer 
much from the misplacement of books. Their 
replacement is facilitated by close classification 
and the use of tags of different colors and sizes. 

It should be stated, however, that besides the 
advantages to be deriv@éd from immediate con- 
tact with books there is a saving in expense 
for runners, in having persons pick out their 
own books and bring them to the desk to be 
charged. 

So much for circulating libraries or for libra- 
ries, large or small, made up mainly of popular, 
inexpensive books. 
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Shall persons be admitted to the shelves of 
valuable reference libraries ? 

The rule in force for many years in the refer- 
ence department of the Free Public Library in 
Worcester has been that when a person wishes 
to go to the shelves containing the portion of the 
library which comprises the class of books he is, 
at the time, interested in, he shall be taken 
there by an attendant, who is to stay with him 
until he has made such an examination as he 
wishes and picked out the books that he desires 
to use for a considerable period of time. Then 
the books are taken to a study-room where he 
can use them comfortably, and keepthem while 
he needs them, and charged to him. 

We have, of course, a collection of encyclo- 
pedias, dictionaries, and other general works 
of reference where they can be taken from the 
shelves and used without asking permission, 
We have also placed on open shelves a few 
thousand books such as studiously inclined per- 
sons like to consult or rummage among, in ad- 
dition to encyclopedias, etc., usually exposed in 
libraries. 

There are some college libraries which for 
many years have allowed professors, other in- 
structors, and, to a more or less limited extent, 
students, to go to the shelves unattended, by 
asking permission or even without asking leave. 
In 1877 the late Mr. Justin Winsor became 
the librarian of Harvard University. He insti- 
tuted the practice of allowing members of the 
faculty and students pursuing special studies to 
have cards admitting the holders to specified por- 
tions ofjthe stack in which the books of the libra- 
ry are kept. He also put by themselves a con- 
siderable number of books that students needed 
to consult in connection with their college stud- 
ies, reserved them for them, and allowed them 
to goto the shelves where they are and use 
them without ceremony. This plan, with cer- 
tain restrictions which it has been found neces- 
Sary to adopt, has proved a success. Still the 
library is very much troubled by its losses and 
other annoyances. Between 1883 and 1897 in- 
clusive the actual losses have been 699 volumes. 
The displacement of books has also given the 
officers of the library a large amount of trouble. 
I remember that in 1857 or 1858 the son ofa 
high government official was discovered to be 
regularly stealing books from Harvard Col- 
lege Library and selling them to keepers of 
old book stores in Boston. He was, of 
course, summarily expelled from college. 


There are dangers and probably increased 
labors attendant upon allowing open shelves, to 
a limited degree, in college libraries. 

Again, too, the constituency of a college or 
university library is a comparatively small and 
a picked constituency. I do not understand 
that it has been found wise to abridge the 
privileges in college libraries. I presume that 
the general opinion is that they should be kept 
up, notwithstanding losses and annoyances 
hitherto encountered. 

Can the privileges which it is comparatively 
safe to allow to the frequenters of a college 
library be extended to the users of a free public 
reference library in which all residents have 
equal rights ? 

To take an extreme case, would it be well to 
turn the people of Great Britain loose into the 
collections of priceless books belonging to the 
British Museum? Should all persons in the 
United States be allowed to roam unattended 
through the stacks in the Congressional 
Library ? Consider the cases of the Astor and 
Lenox Libraries, the Peabody Institute, Balti- 
more, and a strictly municipal institution such 
as the Boston Public Library. The question 
answers itself. 

It is sufficiently safe to leave books in a 
bookstore or garments in a clothing store ex- 
posed under comparatively slight supervision. 
Greater watchfulness is needed where diamonds, 
gold watches, and silverware are sold. Take 
my owncase in Worcester. Some persons 
would say, perhaps, that we should not buy ex- 
pensive books. But it seems best to look after 
the needs of higher educational institutions, to 
a reasonable extent, and to give leading minds 
in the community works, high-priced though 
they be, needed by them and which will 
be used in gathering information that will 
be generally disseminated throughout the 
community in which the library is placed. 
Besides, the library in Worcester has a fund, 
the income of which, by the terms of the 
gift, is to be spent in adding to the reference 
library. 

While the loss of a few hundred volumes, an- 
nually, from a collection of popular books may 
be of small account, the same number of books 
taken from a valuable reference library would 
be a loss which could only be made good ata 
great cost, if at all. 

Iam not speaking of corporation libraries, 
which allow privileges that stockholders vote 
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to allow, and which have limited and some- 
what choice constituencies; I am only speaking 
of libraries in which all residents have equal 
privileges. The risk of loss of books and of 
mutilation of books is considered too great to 
be taken. 

Another great evil which follows the admis- 
sion of persons, unattended, to the shelves, is, 
as in the case of the circulating libraries, mis- 
placement of books. A book misplaced is a 
book temporarily lost. You tell a user not to 
put up again the books which he takes down, 
but to leave them for an attendant to put up. 
He becomes absorbed in his work and forgets 
to follow the rule, putting up books, very 
likely, wherever he sees a vacant place. 

In speaking to the late Mr. Knapp, recently 
the reference librarian of the Boston Public 
Library, on this matter of admission to the 
shelves, he said: ‘* Did I ever tell you about 
my experience with " mentioning the 
name of a brilliant lecturer. ‘‘ He wanted,” he 
said, ‘‘to make a bibliography of a certain kind 
of books. 1 sent a boy with him to the range 
of shelves containing the books, and he did his 
work, When he and the boy came back the 
latter said that he feared the gentleman had 
put up some of the books in the wrong places. 
I went to the shelves and found 149 books out 
of place.” 

It is stated, in a general way, that 90,000 
volumes can be examined by students and 
readers at the shelves in the Boston Public 
Library. But the only open shelves, strictly 
speaking, are those in Bates Hall, the children’s 
room and the room for Patent Office reports. 
The books in the upper story, the great bulk 
of the 90,000, cannot be handled freely. These 
books are placed on shelves around large rec- 
tangular rooms, containing corps of attendants. 
Some of them, the Barton and Ticknor collec- 
tions, are behind locked doors with wire netting 
in front. Visitors can look at the backs of the 
books in the upper story, but are not allowed 
to take them off the shelves. If from the titles 


on the backs of the books a reader judges that 
he should like to look into the books, he can 
call an attendant who will take down the books 
for him to use in the room where he is, under 
the supervision of the custodians of the room. 

If he could have made certain architectural 
changes in the building of the Boston Public 
Library, Mr. Putnam, its late librarian, would 
have liked to open the popular portion of the 
library to the public and let readers rummage 
among books at the shelves. But he never 
dreamed of doing this with the bulk of the 
reference portions of the library. He wrote 
me not long ago as follows: ‘‘I entirely agree 
that there is a difference between a library 
like the Minneapolis and one like the Boston 
Public with reference to free access. In a li- 
brary of the former type free access can be 
given to almost every book; in a library of the 
latter ‘kind’ it can be given to only a portion 
of the collection. To open all the shelves of 
the Boston Public Library direct to the miscel- 
laneous public without formality would be 
folly.” 

I should add to what I have said that what- 
ever rules are adopted in a library there will be 
exceptions in their execution. As a [general 
rule in regard to admission to shelves in refer- 
ence libraries I can think of no better one than 
that which I mentioned as in use in Worcester, 
namely, to send an attendant to the shelves 
with anybody wishing to visit them or to con- 
sult books of a certain class; let the inquirer 
spend what time he wishes in looking at books, 
and when he has picked out such as he wishes 


; to examine with care, carry those books for 


him to a study-room. 

I wish also to say that open shelves are not 
a panacea. Most persons are best helped to 
what they want by the personal assistance of 
sympathetic and accomplished librarians. Real 
students often prefer to use a good catalog, and 
need the aid of the catalogs and the sugges- 
tions of librarians in order to find all matter in 
a library on a given subject. 
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THE LIBRARY ART CLUB.* 


By Auice G. CHANDLER, Lancaster, Mass. 


DurinG 1897the Massachusetts Library Club | 
tried the experiment of lending pictures to be | 
passed from one libraryto another. This suc- | 
ceeded so well that it seemed a pity more ma- 
terial could not be obtained for such work. A | 
few libraries with large incomes can purchase 
enough picturesto give varied exhibitions, but 
with most libraries the money is exhausted long 
before the necessary books are obtained, or a 
hundred other wants supplied. It was resolved | 


totry an experimentin co-operation, and there | 


was little difficulty in finding 22 libraries enter- 
prising enough to expend a five dollar bill for a 
year's trial of the idea. 

On Jan. 13, 1898, representatives of these 
libraries met at the Boston Public Library, and 
a committee was appointed to draw up a con- 
stitution and expend the first $100 on as good 
a photographic representation of the city of 
Venice as could be obtained for thatsum. The 
photographs had to be imported, mounted, and 
marked, and it was late in the spring before 
they were ready for circulation. On May 31 a 
second meeting was held and the following 
constitution was adopted: 

1, — NAME. 

This organization shall be called Tue Lisrary Art 
Crus. 

Il. — OBJECT. 

Its object shall be to obtain and exhibit photographs or 
other works of art. 

— MEMBERS. 

Any library in New England may become a member 
upon payment of the entrance fee and the annual assess- 
ment, and remain a member aslong as dues are paid. 

Any art or reading club, village improvement society, 
or similar organization in New England may, upon ap- 
plication, become a member by vote of the Executive 
Committee, subject to the above conditions, provided 
that the pictures are used for free exhibition in its re- 
spective city or town. 

Any member desiring to resign must send a written 
notice to the Secretary. 

IV. — OFFICERS. 


The officers of the Club shall consist of a President, 
two Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, to 
be elected by ballot at the annual meeting, who shall to- 
gether constitute the Executive Committee, and serve 
“until their successors are chosen. In the event of any 
vacancy occurring in the Executive Committee after the 
annual meeting, the Committee shall have the power of 
filling such vacancy. 


*Read at the meeting of the Massachusetts Library 


Club, Plymouth, June 26, 1899. 


Vv. — MEETINGS. 

The annual meeting of the Club shall be held the first 
Wednesday in May, provided that the date may be 
changed in any year when all the members of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee so agree. Special meetings shall be 


| called by the Executive Committee, or by the President, 


upon the written application of any five members. 

Each library or other association may be represented b 
one person entitled to vote for it at such meetings. 

The subjects to be illustrated shall be decided at any 
meeting, unless left to the decision of the Executive 
Committee. 

VI. — DUES AND OBLIGATIONS. 

The annual assessment shall be $5.00, payable at the 
time of the annual meeting. Any member not paying 
the same within four months from that date, having been 
notified, shall cease to be a member. 

After January 1, 1900, an entrance fee of $5.00 shall 
be required, in addition to the regular assessment. 

Each member shall be considered responsible for any 
collection in its custody, and damage shall be made 
good to the satisfaction of the Executive Committee. 
No debt or obligation of any kind shall be contracted on 
behalf of the Club, except by a vote of the Executive 
Committee. 

Vil, — EXHIBITIONS. 

All exhibitions of the Club shall be under the direction 
of the Executive Committee, to whom requests for loans 
of the Club’s property shall be made. All charges for 
transportation and all other expenses of exhibition shall 
be paid by the member receiving and exhibiting the col- 
lection. 

VIII, — AMENDMENTS. 

This constitution may be amended by a three-fourths 
vote of those present at any stated meeting, notice of 
the proposed change having been given in the call for 
the meeting. 

It was found at this meeting that enough new 
members had joined to allow the purchase of 
additional photographs, and it was voted to 
illustrate the city of Florence. This was done 
in two sets of photographs, one of which was 
ready in the autumn, and the second late inthe 
winter. The committee also obtained various 
loan exhibitions. The Boston and Maine rail- 
road prepared especially for us a set of 100 
views of New England scenery, taken by their 
photographer, H. G. Peabody, and the Rutland 
railroad volunteered a set on Vermont fromthe 
same expert hand. A contrast to these was 
furnished by southern and western pictures 
lent by the Missouri Pacific and Denver and 
Rio Grande railroads. It would be difficult to 
purchase finer photographs of the scenery of 
our country than those shown in these four 
exhibits. 
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The Appalachian Mountain Club generously 

lent their magnificent Sella collection of Alpine 
and Caucasian views, which was divided into 
three parts, as but few libraries are able to ex- 
hibit the whole collection at once. Prang’s 
Educational Company provided 50 of their 
beautiful reproductions of famous works of 
art, and the Youth's Companion, original draw- 
ings of their illustrations. A similar set came 
in later in the year from Scrténer's Magazine. 
Another late addition is a set of beautiful 
platinotype prints from Mr. E. E. Soderholtz, 
and a miscellaneous photographic exhibition is 
made up of contributions from the American 
Amateur Photographer of New York, of pho- 
tographs of live animals from Dr. R. W. Shu- 
feldt, of Washington, and 20 valuable astro- 
nomical photographs from the observatory of 
Harvard College. 

At the annual meeting, May 9, 1899, the 
committee were able to report 15 sets as the re- 
sult of one year’s work. Of course many of 
these were not available for use until late in the 
year, in fact three of them have just started, 
and the number of exhibitions in any one li- 
brary did not exceed four, which will be con- 
siderably increased for the coming year. At 
this meeting it was voted to purchase sets on 
Holland, Germany, Japan, Rome, and Oxford. 
A Japanese collection of colored photographs 
has been purchased. Amsterdam was selected 
as the entering wedge for Holland, and ourlist 
of selections is now on the ocean. We hope to 
order the others before long, so that autumn 
will see them in circulation. 

In addition to these we have just received 
photographs from the Southern Pacific Rail- 
road, and from the one railroad of Newfound- 
land. A collection illustrating the Revolution- 
ary War is in preparation by a chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, an ex- 
hibition of book-plates is being arranged, and 
collections of local photographs from the cities 
and towns belonging to the club. 

The time allowed between each exchange of 
pictures was at first two weeks ; but later the 
executive committee voted that, in considera- 
tion of the increase in the number of collec- 
tions, the length of each exhibit will be three 
weeks, including the time necessary for ex- 
pressing. It is intended that every library 
shall be notified from four to six weeks before- 
hand, with a printed list of the exhibition when 
there is one, as is generally the case. This 
gives sufficient time and information for the 


preliminary advertising and other prepara- 
tions. 

Some small difficulties have been encountered 
during the year, but as a whole, considering 
the novelty of the experiment, everything has 
worked smoothly and to the general satisfac- 
tion. The club is doing good work, and witha 
continuance of the spirit of cordial co-opera- 
tion that has thus far been shown, it should 
improve with every new year. 

The membership list as it stands to-day 
shows that the club has no limit or distinctive 
characteristic, embracing libraries, like Cam- 
bridge and Newton, of the larger cities, 
through all sizes down to the small country 
towns. Nor has distance had any effect upon 
the membership, the more remote towns finding 
the club’s privileges as easily secured and as 
useful as the more central localities. The club 
now numbers 54 members— 46 in Massachu- 
setts, r in Maine, 3 in New Hampshire, 2in Ver- 
mont, and 2 in Rhode Island. 

The election of officers at the last meeting 
was followed by two resignations, which were 
regretfully accepted, and the vacancies filled by 
the executive committee, which now stands: 
President, Alice G. Chandler, Lancaster; Vice- 
presidents, C. A. Cutter, Northampton, Mary 
E. Sargent, Medford; Secretary, Winifred B. 
Smith, Cambridge; Treasurer, Elizabeth P. 
Thurston, Newton. 

In this connection I should like to say a few 
words with reference to the space needed for 
such exhibitions. It is often said, ‘‘ We should 
like to join the Art Club, but we have no room.” 
‘*Where there's a will there's a way.” I have 
not yet seen a library too small to show pic- 
tures. Probably the member of our club with 
the smallest room is Peterborough, N.H. The 
whole building is 67 by 30; part of this is a 
stack-room; the other part, 27 feet square, 
delivery, reference, and reading room; but 
they have taken our largest sets and made no 
complaints. A better example still is a small 
library at Oxford, south of Worcester. This 
library does not belong to the club, but has re- 
ceived pictures from the Woman's Educational 
Association, and a few weeks ago showed a 
collection of 130 pictures. The librarian has a 
space 20 feet square, out of which must be 
taken doors and windows, and in which is 
placed, as in Peterborough, everything that 
the crowded stack will not hold. She hung the 
set, half at a time, and is ready for more. 
There is no better way to overcome the de- 
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ficiencies of a building than to keep forcing 
them on the attention of the public. To say, 
once in a while, that exhibitions of pictures 
could be given, if there was suitable room, 
conveys no special idea; but keep hanging 
them up, no matter how crowded and uncom- 


fortable the space may be, and you give a series 
of object lessons that sooner or later will 
have an effect, somewhat on the principle of 
General Grant’s dictum, ‘‘ The best way to en- 
sure the repeal of a bad law is its rigid en- 
forcement.” 


EXPERT ADVICE WHICH IS NOT EXPERT. 


By Dr. G. E. Wire, Worcester County Law Library. 


Tue point I wish to make received only rec- 
ently a notable illustration at the second Drey- 
fus trial in Rennes, when M. Bertillon, who 
has elaborated an anthropometric scheme 
known by his name, attempted to testify 
concerning handwriting of which he knew 
nothing. Consequently he made a fool of 
himself. 

This will serve as a text for a few remarks 
on ‘‘expert” testimony regarding books for 
public libraries. I am not writing about col- 
lege libraries, or university libraries, though 
they may well come within the range of my 
remarks. Over and over again we hear of 
some book list or portions of a book list, es- 
pecially natural science or useful arts, which 
have been submitted to this or that person as 
an ‘‘expert,” or because he is a professor in 
some college or high school. What is the re- 
sult? A list far inferior for all-round practical 
use to one made by the librarian himself. Any 
expert by the very limitation of the word is 
narrowed down to one thing — he could not be 
an expert unless he were. Consequently he 
knows naught, cares naught for the world of 
science or arts outside his own narrow door- 
yard. 

When I was in charge of the Medical Depart- 
ment of the Newberry Library, Chicago, I had 
for a time a committee of some of the best 
allopathic physicians in the city who were sup- 
posed to recommend books for purchase. At 
that time I was not allowed to buy any book 
which had not the approval of this committee. 
Not one of them ever gave me a single title or 
voluntarily recommended a single book. What 
I did was to make out my list and then go 
around and get their sanction, if I could. 
Some of the books they had not heard of, some 
they had no use for because not in their depart- 
ment, and so on. Of course I submitted the 
titles of no eclectic or homeopathic books; 


that would have been worse than _ useless. 
Later on I had to submit my periodical list to 
a man with not only a national but also an in- 
ternational fame as a surgeon, also allopathic, 
for his benediction. He scored about every- 
thing outside of his own department — den- 
tistry, pharmacy, practice of medicine, thera- 
peutics, pediatrics, and wanted to cut out most 
of the homceopathic periodicals. This was a 
case of ‘‘ expert” opinion in a public reference 
library. 

How often do we hear that such a list on 
botany or geology or wood-carving or electricity 
has been submitted to this and that ‘‘ professor” 
or ‘‘ expert.” 

What does it all amount to? In the first 
place, because a man is a professor is no sign 
he knows the literature of his profession. 
As arule he knows but little of it. Then his 
personal animosity, his quarrels over his hob- 
bies, his jealousy, lead him to mark off many a 
book better than he ean write. He is ignorant 
of many titles, and will not want to confess 
that ignorance, and so they are crossed off. 
Then he wants to magnify his own department; 
mosses, for instance, may be in botany, or 
paleontology in geology, and so he overloads the 
list in those directions. It is a great tempta- 
tion to get the library to buy books which he 
alone can use. I am opposed to such book- 
buying in a public library, unless from a special 
fund. Especially does this apply to small 5000- 
volume public libraries, as I have pointed out 
in L. J. for July, 1899, 24 : C63 -65. 

Not long since I helped round out a list of 
medical books which was published by the 
American Academy of Medicine. It was started 
by a surgeon asa list of books and periodicals 
for an allopathic medical college library. It was 
mainly anatomy, pathology, general surgery, 
special surgery, as eye, ear, laryngology, gynx- 
cology, etc. We put in education, ethics, his- 
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tory of medicine, general periodicals, prac- 
tice of medicine, and also a_ representation 
of all the specialties, and so made a very 
fair list. I have no hesitation in saying that 
any live librarian can make a much better 
list for his library, knowing as he does the 
mits of his book fund and the wants of 
his people, than any such expert or college or 
high-school professor. The latter will putin the 
** classics" or severely technical books —if he 
knows enough —and, anyhow, will sneer at 
Gray's books or Winchell’s works as being out 
of date or unscientific, whereas they are more 
bread to the people than his own stones of 
classics or laboratory manuals. As for such 
books as ‘‘ How to.know the wild flowers” 
and the like, he utterly contemns them for no 
good and sufficient reason. This tendency is to 
be seen in our own ‘‘A. L. A. catalog,” where 
the medicine is an atrocious selection, the elec- 
tricity is no better, and the religion is a thing 
to be abhorred. 

It is better a good deal to take the advice of 
a librarian or two who has had a little the start 
of you in point of time. Pick out his latest 
and freshest books in these lines. Do not list 
any book in sciences or useful arts more than 
five yearsoldat first. After a time, if you have 
money and leisure, you can go back and buy at 
auction and second-hand some really good 
books, but frequently these will come in by gift 
if you have them not already. But beware of 
experts who are not experts, but only false 
prophets. 


SOME LIBRARY APHORISMS. 
From the Library World. 


IF you cannot classify a book — don't buy it. 

It is better to criticise a catalog than to com- 
pile one. 

Mistakes are generally made by absent as- 
sistants. 

Library statistics never lie —it would be an 
impolite invasion of the librarian’s province. 

If you want your own way, square the chair- 
man. 

A book in the hand is worth two at the 
binder’s. 

The librarian who doesn't advertise himself 
is lost. 

A stingy librarian makes a stingy committee. 

A misguided ambition to get married is the 
main cause of the zeal of library assistants for 
advancement. 

The librarian who invented everything be- 
fore anybody else was born is generally a 
man with a strongly developed inventive fac- 
ulty. 


LIBRARY HOURS. 

Ar the recent annual meeting of the Ohio 
Library Association the subject of the hours of 
service required of librarians and assistants was 
made the subject of a symposium, which proved 
of such general interest that it is here given 
practically in full. 

Miss Laura Smith, of Cincinnati, opened the 


discussion with a short paper, to accompany | 


which she had prepared a table showing the 
hours of service required in 11 well-known li- 
braries, as follows: 

Buffalo Public Library requires 48 hours 
weekly service, gives half holidays in July and 
August, and gives 30 days time allowance for 
illness. 

Boston Public Library has daily hours of 
from gto § for catalogers, 9 to 6 for other as- 
sistants ; gives half holidays throughout the 
year ; allowance for illness not stated, 

Springfield City Library requires from 43 to 
46 hours a week ; gives half holidays through- 
out the year, and gives time allowance for ill- 


ness. 

Chicago Public Library has daily hours of 9 
to § for catalogers, 9 to 5.30 for others, and 
gives half holidays from May to October ; al- 
lowance for illness not stated. 

John Crerar Library has daily hours of 9g to 
5.30, ‘‘shorter in summer”; half holidays 
throughout the year; allowance for illness 
given ‘‘ sometimes.” 

St. Louis Public Library requires eight hours 
daily, with half holidays during eight months ; 
allows time for illness. 

Detroit Public Library requires eight hours 
daily ; no half holidays; half pay during ill- 
ness. 

Minneapolis Public Library requires ‘‘ nom- 
inally eight hours, practically seven and a 
half” ; no half holidays ; half pay for a month 
during illness. 

Princeton University’ requires 200 and 182 
hours of service a month ; allows for illness 
** sometimes.” 

Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, requires seven 
and a half hours ; half holidays throughout the 
year ; allows 12 working days for illness. 

New York State Library requires seven and 
a half hours daily; half holidays throughout 
the year ; allows for illness. 

Miss Smith said: If people are not happy or 
interested in their work they cannot be success- 
ful; and if the individual members of a staff 
are unsuccessful the whole library suffers, fora 
chain is only as strong as its weakest link. A 
quotation from Ruskin seems to apply to this 
subject particularly well—that ‘‘in order that 
people may be happy in their work these three 
things are needed: they must be fit for it ; they 
must not dotoo much of it; and they must 
have a sense of fitness in it.” 

The length of the working day in this pro- 
fession is of vital importance from the side of 
the library and of the public, as well as from 
the standpoint of the assistant. 

The usefulness and good name of the insti- 
tution depend to a very large extent upon the 
efficiency of the assistants—upon those who 
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have charge of the reference and circulating 
departments, because they must come in con- 


| 


tact with the public; and upon the classifiers | 
and catalogers, because in that department is | 


the engine which keeps the machinery of the 
library in successful operation, increasing or 
lessening the work of every other department 
according to the amount of intelligence shown 
in making available everything that the library 
contains on every subject. 

Therefore, if the library will preserve its 
reputation and broaden its field of usefulness 
it must require from its assistants intelligence 
and courtesy toward the public. Courtesy and 
quick wit are not boon companions of fatigue, 
either mental or physical, and they can never 
be made to go hand in hand. 

The number of hours required must depend 
upon the size of the library, the qualifications 
and the number of assistants; but the hours 
should never be so long that the physical 
strength will be overtaxed. 

The close application and constant concentra- 
tion of mind demanded by much of the work done 
in libraries is wearing and wearisome in the ex- 
treme, and many workers in the field keep up 
their nervous energy when the brain is really 
too tired to do good work. 

An argument in favor of a half holiday is 
that aside from the relaxation from routine work 
and the consequent renewed energy, it gives 
an opportunity to broaden one’s horizon—a 
thing very much to be desired in library work. 

A reasonable amount of time should be 
allowed for genuine illness ; otherwise the li- 
brary will actually lose time by an attendant 
appearing for duty when unfit for work. 

The statistics upon which to base this discus- 
sion have been gathered from 11 of the best 
known and most successful libraries of the 
country outside of Ohio. Eight hours daily 
service is required in two of the libraries, six 
and one-half in one, an average of seven in one, 
and seven and one-half in all the rest; the 
whole averaging a little less than seven and 
one-half hours. Eight of the rt allow a half 
holiday, and one shortens the hours somewhat 
in summer. Eight allow time for illness. Five 
of these allow full pay, two allow half pay, and 
two make special arrangements. Four of these 
libraries — Carnegie of Pittsburgh, Buffalo, 
Springfield, and Princeton University — have 
adopted the hour system, ¢. ¢., so many hours 
per week or per month, rather than a stated 
number of hours per day. 

Miss OLIVE Jones*: This is a question in 
which I am intensely interested, though not so 
much because it touches my own library. 
The University of Ohio has been very gener- 
ous to the workers in its library; it has not re- 
quired long hours from any of them. The 
reason is that the university has recognized 
that it must have intellectual workers there. 
We cannot have people in the library who are 
completely worn out by rush work. We must 
have people with time and energy after they 
leave the library to keep up with the best read- 


*The discussion is summarized from the official min- 
utes of the meeting. 


ing, to keep up with the reviews, to keep up 
hard study. Three assistants at the university 
library, two of them being graduates from the 
university, carried on post-graduate work in 
the university through an entire year. Two of 
the assistants have been through the summer 
vacation taking advance work an hour a day. 
We require six and one-half hours a day and 
give a half holiday every week, so that you 
can see that my interest in the matter is not a 
personal one. But it is owing to my interest 
in the profession as a whole. I want tosee the 
library profession brought to where we are 
claiming it should be — one of the learned pro- 
fessions — and I want to make an earnest plea 
to the Ohio Library Association to recognize 
the fact that the workers in a library who are 
brain workers must have short hours if they 
are going to be really and truly intellectual work- 
ers. In large libraries there is a great deal of 
clerical work that can be done, I presume, by 
people whoare not experts; but heads of depart- 
ments, all those doing the real work of the li- 
brary, are those for whom I am speaking. In 
smaller libraries where all the work is done by 
one or two there can be no such division, but 
there should be a general decision and con- 
sideration regarding the amount of brain work 
which can be done and which should be re- 
quired, with the best results to the library. 

Miss Woop, Cleveland: While the branches 
of the Cleveland Public Library are regulated 
by the main library, the required number of 
hours are notthe same. At the main library 
the required number of hours is eight, but 
under the new rule by which we have been 
working for the past nine months the branch 
library assistants have been required to give 
nine and a half hours on account of the 
number of evenings they were required to 
serve. The work there is chiefly done in the 
afternoons and evenings, for the libraries are 
not now open inthe morning. Inthe afternoon 
we have first the students from the high school; 
later on come students from the normal school; 
then in the evening comes the heaviest work, 
as the older people from the neighborhood come 
in. The branch libraries are really neighbor- 
hood libraries. 

The PrestpeEnT: The question is suggested 
whether seven and a half hours’ work is too 
fatiguing, whether it could be reduced with 
profit to the library ? 

Miss Woop: I think it could be reduced with 
profit. 

Mrs. JERMAIN, Toledo: In the Toledo Public 
Library when I entered it we were obliged to 
remain from seven o'clock in the morning until 
nine o'clock atnight. There was a very small 
staff, and we worked until we were so exhausted 
that it was difficult to get up the next morning 
and goto work again. When! became librarian 
I thought it necessary to ask of the trustees 
a six-hour day for each assistant. The con- 
stant going to and from the shelves was such 
fatiguing work that three hours of it ata time 
seemed as long as we could well bear it. These 
hours were granted. The salaries received were 
small and there were no holidays or half holi- 
days, and in case of illness assistants must pay 
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substitutes for the time they are absent; and it 
has always seemed to me that our assistants 
were giving all of their strength that it was de- 
sirable or right for them to give. Perhaps in 
libraries where there is free access the assist- 
ants might be able to endure the hours without 
so much fatigue. 

The PRESIDENT: It is not a question of en- 
durance, or ought not to be. 

Miss AHERN: It is a question of endurance, 
because the assistants are on their feet all the 
time, and it is exhausting to their physical and 
intellectual strength to be so constantly occu- 
pied for so many hours. 

The Presipent: I did not mean that as you 
understood it. It seems to me entirely proper 
that this association should take some formal 
action in this matter and submit the subject to 
library trustees throughout the state and try to 
secure some uniformity of system. What I 
meant to say was that it ought not to be a 
question of endurance, because the hours ought 
not to be long enough to make such a strain 
upon endurance. 

Miss AHERN: This question has been taken 
up several times at meetings of the A. L. A., 
and I recall a statement upon it made at one 
of the conferences. In this case it was found 
that, in the cataloging department particularly, 
as much work of a better grade was accom- 
plished with short hours as was done with long 
hours. The average time in which efficient, 
accurate, good work could be done was found 
to be six hours aday. With long hours it was 
found that the strain was so great that there 
were inaccuracies, incorrect entries and errors, 
that required work to be done overagain. This 
seems to me to bea matter of vital interest, and 
one which the librarians, as a matter of safety, 
should take up. The history of library work 
for the past four or five years will bear me out 
in saying that those who are doing the best work 
are taking it moderately. There are persons 
to-day at the head of five or six institutions 
who are physical wrecks because they have dis- 
regarded the strain of their work. I regret to 
see how many women think little of their health; 
they have good judgment in taking care of 
their work, but they do not seem to have that 
judgment in taking care of themselves. This 
is one of the things that librarians must learn 
before they can assume that dignity that should 
belong to their work and not be carried far 
beyond their own strength. 

CHARLEs Orr: I believe that more than six 
hours’ work is too much for the brain worker. 
Of course, it must be taken into account that 
after the brain worker ends his work in the 
library he must do some other brain work; he 
has not reached the end of the brain work of 
theday. I think sufficient distinction has not 
been made between the work of the brain worker 
and that of the person who does physical labor, 
such as handing out books. 

A Memper: Suppose you had to do it all? 

The Prestpent: I would get an assistant. 

Member: I wish you would suggest that to 
our board, 

' = PRESIDENT: How many hours do you put 
n 


Memser: About 12 hours a day. Our li- 
brary opens at nine in the morning and closes 
at half-past eight in the evening, with no inter- 
mission; there are two of us on the force. 

Miss Mercer, Mansfield: Our hours are, in 
the winter, three days of 1o hours a day, and 
the other three days eight and a half hoursa 
day —from Monday morning until Saturday 
night. 

Dr. Wuite, Cincinnati: May I speak on this 
question from the standpoint of a trustee? 
There are two sides to the question — one, the 
financial side, the other the question of the 
hours of service to be given. I do not think 
that there is any board of trustees that would 
not be perfectly willing to have more help at 
reduced wages. The employes, on the other 
hand, want the wages to remain the same with 
the help increased. The next question, then, 
is where is the money to come from? I have 
had considerable experience in providing ways 
and means of getting money, and if any of you 
think it is easy to get the legislature to increase 
the taxation of a county or city, just try it, and 
you will have reason to change your opinion, 
Our library requires about eight hours’ service, 
and it seems to me we are pretty well provided 
with assistants. Some one has said that library 
work was going to be one of the learned pro- 
fessions, of which I believe there are three — 
law, medicine, and the ministry. Now, I have 
observed two things about the learned profes- 
sions. Their members are divided into two 
classes: some are about starved to death, and 
some about worked to death. How many busi- 
ness men are there who go to their business 
early in the morning and stay late at night? 
Itis not necessary to recount them, every city 
has thousands. They come in at eight or nine 
in the morning and stay till six, and work eight 
hours. I do not think it is eight hours’ work 
that wears out the librarian, or wears out any 
man, physically speaking. It is too often the 
loss of sleep, worry, or other things done in 
addition to their work that does the damage — 
not the work they give to the business in which 
they are employed. Then there are the wages 
to be considered. Our assistants seem to be 
very well satisfied when they once get in the 
library; I have not heard of any giving it up 
on account of the wages, and there are thou- 
sands knocking at the door to take their places. 
Seriously, I am in favor of doing all we can for 
our librarians and assistants ; at the same time 
we must go according to our funds. We are 
perfectly willing to reduce the hours, but if we 
do that we must reduce the wages. I believe 
that catalogers and those doing hard mental 
work are entitled to shorter hours, but when it 
comes to the mere delivery of books, how many 
hours of the day is the work really hard? 
During a rush, yes; but in the meantime many 
of the assistants can take seats quietly in the 
flies an‘! read interesting books. 

Mrs. Je&RMAIN: In the Toledo library the 
young ladies are on their feet continuously in 
the busy time of the year from the time they 
come in until they go out, and they are entirely 
exhausted when their day's work is done. 

Mr. Oungy: I speak as a trustee, and I am 
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sure that nearly every board of trustees in the 
state of Ohio would be glad to know just how 
librarians and assistants themselves regard 
their work. The fact is, we look at it from a 
different standpoint than that of the librarian 
and those working with him. There are ex- 
perts who can work two or three hours a day 
and do more good work than some other per- 
son who may work eight, nine, or 10 hours; 
others are mere figureheads. There are certain 
experts who should be and are paid large 
wages, while there are others who work con- 
scientiously and well, but the quality of the 
work they do is very different. We should be 
glad, I am sure, as trustees, to learn just what 
you think would be right, and then we will come 
as near to doing what you think ought to be 
done as possible. 

Miss AHERN: There has been one gauntlet 
thrown down that I really cannot pass by. It 
is a fact that there are a great many people 
knocking at library doors ; so there are every- 
where ; but 99 per cent. of these people we do 
not want, and if you are going to give small 
salaries you will have to take these people, 
because you cannot get trained people —and 
the tendency of the whole thing is to lower the 
average not only of the work but of the people 
that are engaged in the work, and the public is 
the final sufferer. Such a discussion as this 
brings up the advisability of a schedule —if I 
may use such aterm —on the quality of the 
work in libraries. And! hope that no librarian 
who has heard what has been said here this 
afternoon will be driven from personally favor- 
ing a higher standard simply because some one 
else may get her position if she is not silent on 
what she knows is not exactly right. Wewant 
better workers, we want people prepared men- 
tally, morally, and physically; but we cannot 
have them on low salaries and at long hours. 

Mr. Brett: It is not the help we have but 
the trained help we need that is the key to the 
whole situation. One gentleman has spoken of 
the thousands outside the library knocking at 
the doors. What does that signify? When 
they come in they do not know how to do the 
work. The work of a library has most of the 
qualities of strictly professional work. The 
definition of a profession, if I can state it, is 
that it requires and includes special knowledge 
in the special line where it is of practical appli- 
cation. And that skill and knowledge should 
be used for the benefit of others, not alone for 
one’s own benefit. That is the library spirit ; 
and I think that while library work may not 
have all the essentials of a profession, it has 
most of them, and it certainly does involve 
arduous mental labor ; and the main reason, it 
seems to me, why shorter hours should be 
granted is founded upon the fact that no one 
can prepare themselves to do this work in the 
first place, and no one can keep up with the 
work that is needed to be done, without a very 
considerable amount of daily study and reading, 
which should be allowed for outside of library 
hours. If one does all the work they are capa- 
ble of doing, puts all oneself in the library, 
they cannot keep up with study, must fall be- 


hind, and must lessen their value to the library 
every year they remain in the work. 

Mr. Hopkins, Cincinnati: There is a humor- 
ous side to this discussion, and I am sure when 
you understand it you will enjoy it. During 
my experience as a colleague of Dr. White on 
the board of trustees of the Cincinnati Public 
Library I can truthfully say that there was no 
member of that board who was more just, more 
fair, more considerate of all the wants and 
needs of those inthe employment of the library 
than Dr, White himself. I want tosay, further, 
that it was agreed that when this paper on 
‘*Library hours” was presented, in order to 
precipitate a thorough discussion, Dr. White 
was to take the contrary side of the question. 

The PresipENT: He certainly succeeded very 
well in his purpose. 

Dr. WHITE: I am certain that Mr. Hopkins’ 
statement will explain my little speech. It was 
understood that I was to take the opposite side 
of the question, because in order to have a 
thorough discussion there must be two sides, 
and as I was much afraid nobody else would 
get up and speak on the opposite side I pro- 
ceeded to do so. 

Mr. HENSEL: I wish to endorse what Mr. 
Brett said, that the hours the librarian and 
assistants putin atthe library are not their only 
working hours. If they are to fit themselves 
for improved methods, for improved service to 
the public, they must study when they are not 
in the library; so when we say we need shorter 
hours we do not mean to shirk our library 
work, but simply to be given an opportunity to 
do better work by study outside of library 
hours. 

Miss Olive Jones and Mr. Smith having been 
appointed a committee to draft a resolution on 
the subject, at a later session of the meeting 
the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted : 


“ The Ohio Library Association recognizes : 

“*:, That library work in its higher grades is brain 
work, requiring the service of expert ability; and 

‘2, That continuous study and preparation are abso- 
lutely necessary to render such services efficiently : 

“It therefore recommends that the hours of service of 
those engaged in this class of library work be so short- 
ened as, on the one hand, not to exhaust their mental and 
physical energies, and so as, on the other hand, to leave 
them ample time for such outside work as will enable 
them to maintain a high standard of efficiency." 


JAPANESE LIBRARIES. 


In the 35th annual report of the Minister of 
Education of Japan* are given some interesting 
facts regarding library advantages in the em- 
pire. Practically these are centred in the 
great Imperial Library at Tokyo (formerly the 
Tokyo Library), for the nine public and 21 
private libraries also mentioned are mostly 
small or imperfectly organized. The Imperial 
Library was established in April, 1897, when 
the Tokyo Library was merged into the new 
institution, and its development has been effec- 


*ecsth annual report of the Minister of State for Education 


for the year of Meiji (1897); translated and published 
by the Department of Education, Tokyo, Japan, May, 
jad year of Meiji (1899). 4-+-214+-10 p. maps, diagrams, 
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tively taken up by the government. The new 
library was created in accordance with a me- 
morial presented by the Imperial Diet, and its 
removal to a more suitable site, with a more 
extended organization, is contemplated. Since 
June, 1897, the library has been opened in the 
evenings, and the attendance has greatly in- 
creased in consequence. 

Excluding the Imperial Library, there are in 
all 346,342 v. contained in the 30 public and 
private libraries of Japan, and these libraries 
were visited by 46,243 persons in 1897. There 
are public libraries in the towns of Chiba, She- 
zuoka, Miyagi, Aichi, Gifu, Hiroshima, Toku- 
shima, and Kumamoto, the largest being that 
of Tokushima, which contains 104,307 v. and 
had 4978 visitors. Among the private libraries 
those of Tokyo (36,776 v.), Miyagi (26,253 v.), 
and Kochi (25,591 v.), are the largest. 


WOMEN LIBRARIANS IN ENGLAND. 


Tue disturbing question of the employment 
of women in English libraries was the subject 
of one of the recent meetings of the English 
Library Assistants’ Association, and the papers 
and discussions as summarized in the June 
number of Zhe Library Assistant seem to show 
a more sympathetic attitude than formerly. A 
paper by Dr. G. E. Wire gives an excellent re- 
view of the conditions that obtain in the United 
States, emphasizing the general employment of 
women assistants, the equal footing on which 
librarians and assistants meet in all library or- 
ganizations, and the excellent results of wom- 
en's work in the library field. Dr. Wire says: 
**With no reflection on the men, I may say 
that women make better assistants than the 
men. In the charging-desk, in much of the 
reference work, and pre-eminently in children's 
and club work, women are best. The Ameri- 
can woman librarian has done much to endear 
the library to the populace, and a great deal of 
the popularity of the American libraries is due 
to her faithfulness, conscientiousness, genius, 
and patience. Even in towns where taxes 
grind, people are ready and willing to aid the 
library, because it has been so much an‘ done 
so much for them and their children. But if, 
instead of these women there had been half- 
paid, half-hearted men, with rude boys for as- 
sistants, the tale would have been different.” 

One of the champions of women assistants 
is W. L. Selby, who states that at Bristol the 
eeven public libraries are all in charge of women, 
and that the change has resulted in increased 
orderliness among the borrowers, and has been 
wholly satisfactory. He gives as an argument 
for the employment of women, that they are 
** generally abstainers and non-smokers,” while 
the fact that women assistants are ‘‘ occasion- 
ally leaving to be married” keeps the staff 
*‘comparatively young and also energetic and 
up to date.” 

A table compiled by B. L. Dyer shows the 
extent to which women have found employment 
in libraries in the United Kingdom. 28 rate- 
supported libraries are listed, ranging from 300 


to 18,000 volumes in size, which are in charge 
of women librarians; of these, 14 have no as- 
sistants, and one only has as many as four as- 
sistants. Inthe largest library, that of Don- 
caster, there are two male assistants. In 37 
other libraries (rate-supported) women are em- 
ployed as assistants, Manchester having 87, 
Bristol 33, Leeds 18, Portsmouth 12, and Brad- 
ford 10, the others ranging from one to six. 
According to recent library statistics there are 
in the United Kingdom about 250 rate-sup- 
ported libraries and 1250 assistants. Of non- 
rate-supported libraries 11 are listed as having 
women librarians, these being generally small 
association libraries; and 12 private or other 
libraries employing women assistants are re- 
corded. 

At the International Congress of Women li- 
brarianship was among the topics of discussion, 
but the editor of Zhe Library Assistant consid- 
ers thatthe subject received inadequate treat- 
ment. He adds: ‘‘No meeting of women to 
discuss librarianship from a practical point of 
view can have the slightest claim to be repre- 
sentative which does not include one member 
at least from the Manchester and the Bristol 
library staffs.” 


THE FICTION COMMITTEE OF THE 
BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
From the 47th (1898) Report of the Library. 


DuRING the past three years a committee 
numbering (at any one time) from 15 to 20 per- 
sons (all resideats of the city, and thus far all 
women) has undertaken to read every work of 
current fiction (in English), under consideration 
for purchase, and to report to the librarian in 
writing certain information regarding it. The 
information requested is in chief: Is the book 
suitable for child or for adult? is it historical 
or purely romantic? narrative, or does it deal 
with some contemporary social problem? if 
historical, what period of history does it depict ? 
its merits and defects: as to accuracy (if histori- 
cal), temper (if touching social problems), ap- 
parent sincerity (if treating religious problems), 
morality and style; and an outline of the plot 
sufficient to render intelligible the information 
above described. 

Every new work of fiction (in English) is 1ead 
and thus reported upon independently by two 
persons; if their reports disagree, by a third. 
The labors of the committee may be appre- 
ciated from the fact that during the past year 
(a normal one) 548 books were read by it and 
reported upon in writing. 

These reports are of the greatest service to 
the administration of the library, and have been 
made use of by other institutions or boards 
having the responsibility of selecting from the 
mass of current publications but unable to ex- 
amine each book in detail. And the labors of 
the committee would have received appreciative 
mention before this, but that its function is so 
liable to be misunderstood. 

It is of — an outside body, without official re- 
sponsibility — substituted for the administra- 
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tion. It does not select books for the library; it 
merely furnishes information by which the books 
may more efficiently be selected by the librarian 
and trustees. It indicates also an opinion 
whether, on the whole, the book is worthy. But 
this opinion does not finally control. Itis anele- 
ment in the decision, but no more. And the 
final decision, for acceptance or rejection, fre- 
quently runs counter to it. 

The committee is not a body of experts; it is 
composed of persons selected at large, suffi- 
ciently numerous to represent at any one time 
different points of view. Its personnel changes 
constantly, in order that the variety of view 
may be still greater, and that merely methodi- 
cal and routine judgment may be avoided. 
The purpose (so far as it concerns the mere 
opinion desired) being to secure the average 
instinctive judgment of the general public, the 
committee is not furnished by the administra- 
tion with any standards of criticism; indeed, 
its requests for such standards have regularly 
been denied. 

Of the 600 works of current English fiction 
received during the year, less than a third (with 
necessary duplication of copies) could be pur- 
chased. That of the 180 purchased last year 
it may be said that not one was placed on the 
shelves without having been read and reported 
upon by at least two persons, indicates a service 
by the committee sufficiently deserving of grati- 
tude. That tothe selection of these 180 titles 
out of the 548 the committee contributed infor- 
mation of great usefulness, indicates a service 
of even larger measure. 


“EVALUATION” OF FICTION AT NEW 
YORK STATE LIBRARY. 
From Director's Report, N. Y. State Library, 1498. 


TELL me a story, Show me a picture, or, 
What is the news? go back to the childhood of 
the race as the three most common requests, 
and we have in the novel, the photograph, and 
the newspaper, three of the most powerful 
agencies of modern times. In the selection of 
suitable fiction for a public library, trustees and 
librarians find their hardest problem, make 
their most frequent mistakes, and have most 
need of help and supervision. We are trying 
more systematically than ever before to utilize 
the services of various people interested in ex- 
amining the steady stream of new novels coming 
from the press with a view to their use in any 
of our libraries. After a few years of this 
systematic work we shall have a volume of re- 
sults indexed for immediate reference and 
valuable enough to be of great practical service 
when printed in a bulletin. 

The fiction slip reproduced below is used for 
the criticism of fiction by those whose judgment 
is desired. The slips are filed in the list of 
classified notes on books as a help to the book 
board in deciding on the value of books for 
public and school libraries. Through the 
courtesy of the Boston Public Library we have 
incorporated in this list the results of the work 
done by its fiction committee. 


| Traveling Youth (14-21) 
Childrens Adult 


(Front) 


Fiction 
Author 
Title 


Publisher 


Country Period 


Historical Short stories 


Problem or purpose 


Age Character 
Kindergarten Style Type: broken, 
Children English small 


Slang, Paper: poor, 
vulgarity thin 


Profanity Binding 

Trustwor- Illustration 
thiness Editing, proof- 

Partizan reading 

Moral tone Price 

Objectional 
tendency 

Immoral 

Weak 

New York State Library 


Librartes 
Public 
School 


form 


Home 


[over] 


| Indicate opinions by underlining words or using let- 
ters a to ¢ as follows: 
a=recommended, very 


good 
| b=allow, good 
c=doubtful 


Read 
Examined f by 


Remarks 


d=undesirable, poor 
e=exclude from libra- 
ries, bad 


Date 


LIBRARY DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL 
EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 


THE meeting of the Library Department of 
the National Educational Association, held in 
connection with the annual convention of that 
association at Los Angeles in July, was notable 
for the presentation of the extensive report of 
the Committee on the Relations of Public Li- 
braries to Public Schools, which must rank as 
one of the most useful of the year's contribu- 
tions to library literature. This report, making 
a pamphlet of 80 pages, was the result of the 
continued work and careful investigation of the 
committee, of which J. C. Dana, of the Spring- 
field City Library, is chairman, and it touches 
clearly and practically upon almost every as- 
pect of co-operative work between schools and 
libraries. Graded lists for supplementary read- 
ing and school use are given, there are direc- 
tions for the establishment of libraries and 
their administration, analyses of the library 
work now carried on in special types of schools, 
and of the school work of various libraries, and 
words of practical counsel to the teacher and 
the librarian. The report was presented at the 
concluding session of the National Council of 
Education by J. H. Van Sickle, of Denver, vice- 
president of the council, who read extracts 
from several of the papers. 

Two business sessions of the Library Depart- 
ment were held during the convention, and in 
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addition one evening was given toa pleasant re- 
ception to members of the department, tendered 
by the directors and librarian of the Los Angeles 
Public Library, The sessions were held in the 
council chamber of the city hall, when, in the 
absence of Miss Myrtilla Avery, Miss Eliza- 
beth Skinner, of Denver, assumed the duties of 
secretary. 

At the first session, held on the afternoon of 
July 13, Alfred Bayliss, State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction of Springfield, Ill., read 
a suggestive paper on ‘‘ The functions of schoo! 
superintendents in securing libraries and their 
proper use in public schools.” He considered 
it the duty of the superintendent to see that 
the use of books was included and encouraged 
in the school work, and said: *‘ The use of the 
library in the school is threefold. It clarifies 
the understanding, contributes to the joy of 
life, and is the most effective ethical instrument 
available. Most teachers might better ‘ bay the 
fnoon’ than depend upon direct and didactic 
methods in teaching ethics. To this end there 
can be no question as to the value of books. 
We may teach a boy mercy and kindness 
through ‘ Black beauty,’ or ‘ The dog of Flan- 
ders,’ or ‘ The Nirnberg stove." We may teach 
him patriotism through the ‘Address at Gettys- 
burg,’ or guard him from ‘ frantic boast or fool- 
ish word’ by and through the ‘ Recessional.’ 
Whatever it is possible to do to inculcate the 
love of liberty, piety, patience, gratitude, rev- 
erence, philanthropy, or fortitude, or tosubdue 
evil passions —to ‘awe the beast and hold fast 
to the man,’ can best be done —can, perhaps, 
be done by most of us in no other way at all 
than through books."" There was a discussion 
upon the general field of library work, including 
an account of the influence of libraries in Ari- 
zona mining camps, and of the reading-rooms 
established along the Santa Fé route and main- 
tained by the railway company. The report of 
the Committee on the Relations of Public Li- 
braries and Public Schools was also discussed. 

The final session was opened on the afternoon 
of July 14 with an excellent paper by Miss 
Mary L. Jones, of the Los Angeles Public Li- 
brary, on ‘‘ School reading through the public 
library,” referring especially to the methods 
developed in Los Angeles. Miss Elizabeth 
Skinner followed with a paper on ‘* How to ac- 
quire a taste for good reading,” alluding to the 
difficulty of reaching the individual child 
through the crowded schools, and to the value 
of the library as a medium for doing this; and 
C. C. Young, of the Lowell High School of San 
Francisco, treated the ‘‘ Use of. the library” as 
an indispensable factor in that life education, 
of which the school can guide only the first 
steps. 

The following resolutions, offered by Mr. 
Van Sickle, were passed : 


“ Resolved, That the N. E. A. is a requested to 
have not less than 10,000 copies of the library report 
published for free distribution, and additional copies for 


sale. 

* Resolved, That the officers of the Library Department 
be appointed a committee to prepare a circular letter for 
circulation among teachers, with a plan for usefulness in 
each state.” 


American Librarp Association, 


President: R. G. Thwaites, State Historical 
Society, Madison, Wis. 

Secretary: Henry J. Carr, Public Library, 
Scranton, Pa. 

Treasurer; Gardner M. Jones, Public Library, 
Salem, Mass. 


State Librarn Commissions, 


CoLorApo STATE BOARD OF LIBRARY COMMIs- 
SIONERS: C. R. Dudley, chairman, Public 
Library, Denver. 

Connecticut F. P. L. Commitree: Caroline 
M. Hewins, secretary, Public Library, Hart- 
ford, Ct. 


GEORGIA LiBRARY COMMISSION: Miss Anne 
Wallace, secretary, Carnegie Library, At- 
lanta, Ga. 

INDIANA STATE LIBRARY COMMISSION: W. E., 
Henry, secretary, State Library, Indian- 
apolis. 

KANSAS STATE LIBRARY COMMISSION: James 
L. King, secretary, Topeka. 

MAINE STATE LIBRARY COMMISSION: George 
T. Little, chairman, Bowdoin College Library, 
Brunswick. 

MASSACHUSETTS STATE LIBRARY COMMISSION : 
Miss E. P. Sohier, secretary, Beverly. 


New HAMPSHIRE STATE LIBRARY COMMISSION: 
J. H. Whittier, secretary, East Rochester. 


New York: Public Libraries Division, State 
University, Melvil Dewey, director, Albany. 
The University of the State of New York is- 

sues Extension bulletin no. 27, July, 1899, Public 

libraries no. 8, devoted to the report of the Public 

Libraries Division for the year ending Sept. 

30, 1898. The report shows 209 libraries and 

institutes under university supervision, of 

which 10 were chartered during the year, and 

9 were registered as maintaining a proper 

standard. The ro libraries chartered included 

the transfer of one district library, and the es- 
tablishment of nine libraries in places where 
there were no previously existing libraries open 
to the public; four of the latter ‘ resulted 
from efforts of women’s clubs.” One pro- 
visional charter, issued in 1893, was made 
absolute. The usual tabulated statistics show 
the condition of the 143 chartered libraries in 
the university, of which 107 have received 
money from the state, and 78 have been aided 
by localtaxation. ‘' The 143 libraries in the uni- 
versity now contain 473,059 v., an increase of 51, - 

777, or 12% over last year. Thecirculation of the 

free lending libraries among them has reached 

1,686,607 v., an increase of 238,700, or 16% for 

the year. This marks the steady and whole- 

some growth which has been maintained from 
the beginning. The new libraries of the last 
year are small. Not one of the 10 had $1000 
with which to claim an absolute charter, but all 
are the results of earnest and intelligent effort 
in the small communities. Adding the regis- 
tered libraries to those in the university or be- 
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longing to its institutions, there are now 373 
free leading libraries under this supervision, 
and but 35 which have no relation to the uni- 
versity." During the year 104 libraries were 
visited by the inspector, of which 29 had not 


been previously reached. Full details are given | 


of the use of the travelling libraries, which 
has largely increased, 540 libraries having been 
sent out, with a circulation of 33,461 among 
3529 readers. The circulation of pictures and 
lantern slides is also constantly winning more 
appreciation. 

The usual “‘ statistics of New York libraries’ 
are given, and the showing made is thus sum- 
marized: ‘*‘ The number of libraries reporting 
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is 938, an increase of 69 over the previous | 


year, about half of this increase being in the 
class of public libraries. The libraries sup- 
ported wholly or in part by local taxation are 
§23, or 41 more than in 1897. Those receiving 
state aid in some form are 639, or 64 more than 
last year. The free lending libraries are 408, 
a gain of 33. Their record of circulation is re- 
markable. With an addition for the year of 
308,162 volumes, or 21%, their circulation 
gained 1,535,206, or 31%, am average advance 
of 4206 perday. The total free circulation in 
the state was 6,439,999, an average of 17,644 
per day; 989 for each 1000 of the population, 
and 367 for each 100 volumes in these libraries. 
In three years the free circulation or home use 
of books has more than doubled, and the use of 
books in the library buildings has alsoincreased 
923." 


Onto STATE Liprary Commission: C. B. Gal- 
breath, secretary, State Library, Columbus. 

VERMONT FREE LiBpRARY COMMISSION: Miss M. 
L. Titcomb, secretary, Goodrich Memorial 
Library, Newport. 

WISCONSIN FREE LIBRARY ComMISSION: F. A. 
Hutchins, secretary, Madison; Miss L. E. 
Stearns, librarian, Milwaukee. 


State Library Associations. 


CALIFORNIA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

President ; F: J: Teggart, Mechanics’ Insti- 
tute Library, San Francisco. 

Secretary: R. E. Cowan, 829 Mission Street, 
San Francisco. 

Treasurer: Miss Emily I. Wade, Public Li- 
brary, San Francisco. 

COLORADO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

President: A. E. Whitaker, State University 
Library, Boulder. 

Secretary: Herbert E. Richie, City Library, 
Denver. 

Treasurer: J. W. Chapman, McClelland Li- 
brary, Pueblo. 

CONNECTICUT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

President: W. J. James, Wesleyan Univer- 
sity Library, Middletown. 

Secretary: Miss J. S. Heydrick, Pequot Li- 
brary, Southport. 

Treasurer : Miss Alice T. Cummings, Public 
Library, Hartford. 
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GEORGIA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
President: Miss Anne Wallace, Young Men's 


Library, Atlanta. 
Seeretary- Treasurer: C.W. Hubner, Atlanta. 


ILLINOIS STATE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


President: E. S. Willcox, Public Library, 
Peoria. 

Secretary: Miss M. E. Ahern, Pudlic L4- 
éraries, 215 Madison St., Chicago. 

7reasurer Mrs. Josephine Resor, Public Li- 
brary, Canton. 


INDIANA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


President: W. E. Henry, State Library, 
Indianapolis. 
Secretary: Miss Belle S. Hanna, Public Li- 


brary, Greencastle. 
Treasurer: Miss Jessie Allen, Public Library, 


Indianapolis. 


STATE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


President - W. H. Johnston, Public Library, 


Fort Dodge. 
Secretary and Treasurer > Miss Ella McLoney, 


Public Library, Des Moines. 
MAINE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 


President: E. W. Hall, Colby University, 
Waterville. 
Treasurer: Prof. G: T. Little, Bowdoin Col- 


lege, Brunswick. 
MASSACHUSETTS LIBRARY CLUB 
President; W: H. Tillinghast, Harvard Univer- 
sity Library. 
Secretary: H. C. Wellman, Public Library, 
Brookline. 
Treasurer; Miss Margaret D. McGuffy, Public 
Library, Boston. 
The annual meeting of the Massachusetts 
Library Club will be held in October, at the 
Fitchburg Public Library. 


WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS LIBRARY CLUB. 

President: UU. H. Ballard, Berkshire Athe- 
Pittsfield. 

Secretary: Miss F. Mabel Winchell, Forbes 
Library, Northampton. 

Treasurer: Miss Mary M. Robison, Free 
Library, Amherst. 


MICHIGAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


President: H: M. Utley, Public Library, 
Detroit. 

Secretary: Mrs. A. F. McDonnell, Bay City. 

Treasurer: Miss Genevieve M. Walton, 
Normal College Library, Ypsilanti. 


MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


President : Dr. W: W. Folwell, State Univer- 
sity, Minneapolis. 

Secretary: Miss Gratia Countryman, Pub- 
lic Library, Minneapolis. 

Treasurer: Miss Anne Hammond, Public Li- 
brary, St. Paul. 
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NEBRASKA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


President: W. E. Jillson, Doane College, 
Crete. 

Secretary: Miss Edith Tobitt, Public Library, 
Omaha. 

Treasurer: Miss M. A. O'Brien, Public Li- 
brary, Omaha. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


President: A. H, Chase, Concord. 

Secretary: Miss Grace Blanchard, Public 
Library, Concord. 

Treasurer: Miss E. A. Pickering, Public Li- 
brary, Newington. 


NEW JERSEY LIBRARY ASSOC/A TION. 


President: F. P. Hill, Free Public Library, 
Newark. 

Secretary ; Miss Clara W. Hunt, Free Public 
Library, Newark. 

Treasurer; Miss Cecelia C. Lambert, Public 
Library, Passaic. 


NEW YORK LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


President: A. L. Peck, Public Library, 
Gloversville. 

Secretary: W: R. Eastman, State Library, 
Albany. 

Treasurer: J. N. Wing, Free Circulating 
Library, 226 W. 42d st., New York City. 


OHIO LIBRARY ASSOC/A TION. 


President; Charles Orr, Case Library, Cleve- 
land. 

Secretary. Miss Martha Mercer, Public Li- 
brary, Mansfield. 

Treasurer: Miss K. W. Sherwood, Public Li- 
brary, Cincinnati. 

The fifth annual meeting of the Ohio Library 
Association, which was held at Toledo, withan 
excursion to Put-in Bay, Aug. 9-11, proved 
one of the most pleasant and profitable of any 
yet held, with the largest attendance in the his- 
tory of the association. 

The first session was opened at 9 a.m. on 
Aug. 9, inthe Auditorium building, by Presi- 
dent Robinson Locke, of Toledo, who delivered 
his annual address, welcoming the association 
to Toledo, and touching upon library progress 
in Ohio and in general. He said: ‘‘In our 
own state there has been a general reawaken- 
ing. Many new libraries have been established 
and old ones strengthened. With the combined 
efforts of the Ohio Library Association, the 
Ohio State Library Commission, and the State 
Federation of Women's Clubs, the gospel of 
free books to all the people will be carried into 
every portion of the state. One of the good 
signs of the times is the more active interest in 
the work now being shown by the trustees of 
public libraries. The trustee of to-day, to best 
serve the people who have imposed the trust 
upon him, must devote much time and intelli- 
gent study to the new factors that have of late 
entered library work. He must be in accord 


| with the most progressive ideas of his librarian, 
and if his study and interest in the work en- 
able him to make practical suggestions to his 
| librarian, he is so much the better fulfilling his 
duties.” Reference was made to the exposition 
to be held in Toledo in 1902, and it was recom- 
mended that a committee be appointed to 
work toward the installation in the educa- 
tional building of a model library, thoroughly 
equipped, to serve as an object lesson and an 
influence throughout the state. 

Charles Orr presented the secretary's report, 
which was accepted, without reading, for incor- 
poration in the printed proceedings. The 
treasurer's report, submitted by Miss Sher- 
wood, showed expenses of $87.27 and a bal- 
ance of $33.19. 

The report of the committee on library 
extension, made by Miss Alice Boardman, sec- 
retary, was a record of continued activity. 
During the year a ‘* handbook of information" 
was issued under the auspices of the state li- 
brary commission ; the collection of statistics 
relating to Ohio libraries was undertaken, to 
be later prepared for publication ; a co-opera- 
tive meeting was held in connection with the 
federation of women’s clubs; and further ef- 
forts were made to organize the various coun- 
ties, so as to have a library correspondent not 
only in each county, but in every town, it 
being hoped that in another year by this sys- 
tem the committee would be in touch with 
every town and village in the state. The re- 
port included full statistics and reports regard- 
ing Ohio libraries—noting gifts, bequests, 
work of the state travelling libraries, etc.; and 
recommended that the work of securing sta- 
tistics be completed, and that the organization of 
library correspondents be perfected ; that all 
other committees and members co-operate in 
the collection of such statistics; and that a 
committee on library training be appointed to 
plan for an annual library institute, in the hope 
of raising the general standard of library work, 
and to co-operate with the A. L. A. committee 
on qualifications and credentials. The reso- 
lutions were adopted. 

The report of the committee on co-operation 
of libraries and schools was read by Martin 
Hensel; C. B. Galbreath reported on public 
documents, urging the importance of systema- 
tizing and completing collections; and W. H. 
Brett outlined the series of library lectures to 
be given in connection with the meeting, which 
were intended as largely experimental and pre- 
liminary, perhaps, if successful, to the adoption 
of a plan for a library institute. Adjournment 
was then taken. 

The afternoon session was held at the at- 
tractive Country Club, where the series of 
library lectures was opened by Miss Linda 
Eastman, of Cleveland, who spoke on ‘‘ The 
library spirit," and sought to point out the 
right principles underlying the ‘‘ great library 
movement with which we are identifying our- 
selves.” ‘‘ Co-operation, helpful co-operation, 
not only with the schools, but with all those 
forces which make for the uplifting of humanity 
and the enrichment of life ; the dissemination 
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of literature on or for the mothers’ clubs, the 
women’s literary clubs, the social settlements, 
municipal government and improvement, all of 
the vital questions of the day, as well as the in- 
vestigations of science and the history and 
literature of the present and past—all this 
comes within the province of the library, allthis 
in addition to every aid and encouragement in 
any line of individual research.” The need of 
a sincere interest in the work, of quick personal 
responsiveness and of faithful work, no matter 
in how trivial-seeming a field, was touched 
upon with earnestness, and with an appeal for 
high ideals. 

Bookbuying and trade _ bibliographies" 
were discussed by Charles Orr, who noted the 
best catalogs, manuals, and other trade tools, 
and gave useful hints on details of selection and 
ordering. A short discussion followed on the 
question whether book selection should rest 
mainly with the librarian or the trustees, the 
general opinion seeming to be that the librarian, 
under the authority of the trustees, should have 
charge of the selection of books. A short re- 
cess was then taken, and at its conclusion the 
subject of ‘* Library hours” was introduced for 
general discussion in a short paper by Miss 
Laura Smith, which, with the resultant discus- 
sion, is given elsewhere in this issue (see 
Pp. 524). 

In the evening a public meeting was held in 
the Auditorium, which had been attractively 
decorated and was wellfilled. President Locke 
introduced M. L. Crowell, of the Toledo Public 
Library board, who delivered an address on 
‘*Library work in Ohio compared with other 
states.” He traced the development of library 
legislation and the growth of libraries, and in 
conclusion said that Ohio, as compared with 
other states, could be classed as a good follower, 
being neither first or last, and standing roth 
in order of states. 

Mrs. Elroy M. Avery spoke on women’s 
clubs and the influence exerted by them in 
developing library activities, and expressed her 
wish for the adoption of several improvements 
in library methods, #.¢., a general system for 
the exchange of books between all libraries in 
the state ; an increase of library appropriations 
by the state ; the registration of all libraries in 
the state library, and the distribution among 
them of all state books; an interchange of cata- 
logs among libraries of the state, and the 
open-shelf system. Miss M. E. Ahern, of 
Public Libraries, spoke on ‘‘ The results of 
association,” pointing out what had been ac- 
complished by the A. L. A. and its auxiliary 
aids; and finally, Mrs. Kate Bromlee Sher- 
wood, president of the Centennial Association, 
presented ‘‘ The educational features of the 
Ohio Centennial and Northwest Territory Ex- 
position,” urging that the library association 
co-operate in the endeavor to perfect and ex- 
tend the educational side of the exposition. 

The session of Thursday morning was opened 
in the Auditorium and later adjourned to the 
Public Library. General business was intro- 
duced by the report of the nominating commit- 
tee. It recommended the election of the fol- 
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lowing: President, Charles Orr, Cleveland ; 
Vice-presidents, E. O. Randell, Columbus, Dr. 
Thomas White, Cincinnati, Miss Duvall, Dela- 
ware; Secretary, Miss Martha Mercer, Mans- 
field; Treasurer, Miss K. W. Sherwood, Cincin- 
nati; Member executive committee, Robinson 
Locke, toledo. The report was accepted and 
the persons named were elected by a unanimous 
vote. Amendments to the constitution offered 
last year, extending the association membership 
by providing for active members, club mem- 
bers, associate members, active associate mem- 
bers, and library members, were adopted. 

Upon reassembling at the Public Library a 
paper on the ‘* Use of reference books” was 
read by Mrs. Virginia Odor Rickey, formerly 
of the Cleveland Public Library, who empha- 
sized the need of thorough knowledge of books 
by those who must handle them for the public's 
benefit, and gave useful suggestions for simpli- 
fying and aiding reference service. A joint 
session of librarians and trustees followed, in 
which discussion of the functions and duties of 
trustees was participated in by Messrs. Locke, 
Brett, Parker, Olney, Crowell, Wycoff, and 
others, while a special section meeting was 
devoted to the problems met with in small 
libraries. 

At 3.45 the boat was taken for Put-in Bay, 
where the Hotel Victory was made headquar- 
ters, and pleasant hours were passed in enjoy- 
ing the beauties of the changed scene. 

Sessions were resumed on Friday morning at 
10 o'clock. The committee on place of next 
meeting reported in favor of meeting in Octo- 
ber, 1900, in Zanesville, which is a city of 25,- 
000 inhabitants, without a public library. The 
report was adopted. ‘The series of library lec- 
tures was continued by Miss Wood, of Cincin- 
nati, with an address on ‘‘ The charging sys- 
tem,” by Miss A. S. Tyler, of Cleveland, on 
Classification" and on Accessioning,”’ and 
by Miss Esther Crawford, of Dayton, on 
‘* Shelf-listing and on Cataloging.” It was 
voted that the papers in this series be placed in 
the hands of the executive committee for publica- 
tion in pamphlet form and distribution through - 
out the state. After the consideration of some 
minor business the meeting was adjourned until 
October, 1g00. 

The College Section of the association held a 
meeting simultaneous with the main session of 
Friday morning, at which three excellent 
papers were given — ‘‘ A brief history of the li- 
brary of Wittenberg College,” by Miss Prince, 
of that library; ‘‘ The ethics of the college li- 
brary,” by Miss Linda Duvall, of Ohio Wes- 
leyan University Library ; and ‘‘ Arranging a 
small college library,”” by Mrs. Gertrude R. 
Colburn, 

In all its details the meeting proved a suc- 
cess; the sessions were well attended and 
stimulating, the hospitality extended was de- 
lightful, and it is hoped that the results to fol 
low will prove that real good was accom- 
plished. The association now numbers 200 
members, and in the words of one of its mem- 
bers is ‘‘ beginning to be a power for good in 
the state.” 
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PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY CLUB. 


President; Dr. E. J. Nolan, Academy of 
Natural Sciences, Philadelphia. 

Secretary: Miss Mary P. Farr, Philadelphia 
Norma! School. 

Treasurer: Miss Jean E. Graffen, Free Li- 
brary of Philadelphia. 


WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY CLUB. 


President ; Miss Helen Sperry, Carnegie Li- 
brary, Homestead. 

Secretary- Treasurer: Miss Mary F. Macrum, 
Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh. 


VERMONT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


President; Miss S. C. Hagar, Fletcher Free 
Library, Burlington. 

Secretary: Miss My L. Titcomb, Goodrich 
Memorial Library, Newport. 

Treasurer E. F. Holbrook, Proctor. 


WISCONSIN STATE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


President; Mrs. Charles S. Morris, Berlin. 

Secretary: Miss Minnie M. Oakley, State His- 
torical Society, Madison. 

Treasurer: Miss Nellie C. Silverthorn, Pub- 
lic Library, Wausau. 

In spite of the fact that the Northern Wis- 
consin, Fox River Valley, and state library 
associations had indulged in a meeting since 
the opening of the year, the officers of the 
state association planned a summer meeting 
and outing, which was held in Madison, Aug. 
24and 25. Thedates were fixed at this time 
in order to secure the presence of the instruc- 
tors and pupils of the Summer Library School, 
whose eight weeks’ session closed on the 25th. 
The Wisconsin librarians thus had an opportu- 
nity to meet the 35 representatives of different 
states and libraries, who had assembled in 
Madison to receive technical instruction and 
training. 

The conference was opened at 2 p.m., on the 
24th inst., Mrs. C. S. Morris, president, in the 
chair. I. S. Bradley, librarian of the State 
Historical Library, and Miss Georgia R. 
Hough, librarian of the Madison Free Library, 
gave the visitors a cordial welcome, and ex- 
tended to them the hospitality of the local 
libraries. 

Mrs. Morris, the president, after acknowl- 
edging the greetings extended, expressed the 
hope that all present would possess a hospi- 
tality of mind and soul, a receptivity of the 
fine potentialities of the hour. She said she 
stood there in a triune capacity as representa- 
tive of the Wisconsin Library Association, the 
Free Library Commission, and the federated 
clubs of the state. The federation, she said, 
has undertaken the preparation of small trav- 
elling libraries accompanied by study outlines, 
and collections of photographs illustrative of 
the course of study. She recommended a 
closer union between the librarian and the 
study class, and showed how librarians may 


greatly assist club women by keeping in touch 
with the programs, furnishing references, and 
suggesting topics for discussion. The library 
should become the headquarters of the local 
club, and, wherever possible, club meetings 
may profitably be held within the rooms of the 
library building. Thus would the library 
possess the fine literary atmosphere, the true 
cultured spirit with its vivifying power, that 
must accompany such a union of interests, 
which would vastly aid in establishing the li- 
brary in its rightful place as acentre of influence 
in each community. Mrs. Morris advocated 
the maintenance of a central travelling library 
equal to all demands, with syllabi to accompany 
the courses of reading. Some definite result 
should follow this meeting, she thought, and 
hoped that all might*be imbued with a deter- 
mination to accomplish something more for 
Wisconsin than has yet been undertaken. 

Although not a librarian, Mrs. Morris showed 
that she possessed an intelligent and sympa- 
thetic comprehension of the library worker's 
ideals and difficulties. 

Miss Gratia Countryman, assistant librarian 
of the Minneapolis Public Library, read a paper 
on ‘‘ Contact with the public,” which was re- 
plete with interest and a knowledge born of ex- 
perience, and it is hoped may reach a wider 
public. 

A short discussion followed, after which Miss 
L. E. Stearns read a paper on “‘ Library litera- 
ture,” by Miss Helen E. Haines, of the Lrpra- 
RY JOURNAL, which was an unexpected treat not 
on the program. 

In acceptance of an invitation extended to all 
present by the local library staffs, everybody, 
at this juncture, wended their way to the boat 
landing, where a steamer was waiting to con- 
vey the party to Monona Grove, across Lake 
Monona. Here, on the beautiful grounds sur- 
rounding the summer home of Mr. R. G. 
Thwaites, supper was served. Later, as 
the twilight deepened, a camp-fire was lighted, 
around which the company gathered to 
listen to Mr. Thwaites, president of the 
American Library Association, as he told 
briefly of that organization, and then started 
the story-telling, which, interspersed with songs, 
made the time pass all too quickly until, ‘* just 
as the moon rose over the bay,” the steamer 
whistled, and the homeward trip was begun, 
made longer by a detour round the lake to en- 
joy the rippling moonbeams. While en route 
the president called everybody to order long 
enough to gather into the association, by formal 
motion and vote, all the members of the library 
school, Miss Marvin being made an honorary 
member, and the pupils associate members. 

On Friday morning the Wisconsin Free Li- 
brary Commission was the subject for discus- 
sion. Mr. F. A. Hutchins, the secretary, told 
how it had supplemented the efforts of the state 
association in fostering new libraries and en- 
couraging growth all over the state, until Wis- 
consin may well be proud of the showing she 
makes along this line of educational develop- 
ment. 

Miss L. E. Stearns, library organizer, out- 
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lined in her enthusiastic manner the plans of 
the commission for future work, and Miss Cor- 
nelia Marvin, library instructor, told how she 
hoped to follow the work of organization, by 
assisting in the selection of books, cataloging, 
and getting new libraries started according to 
the most approved methods. 

Miss Emma Gattiker, of the Madison Free 
Library, told about the list of roo popular books 
in the German language she had just compiled 
for the library commission for use in libraries 
where a proportion of the population is of Ger- 
man birth. These lists may be procured by 
applying to the State Library Commission, 
Madison, and will undoubtedly prove helpful, 
as they give not only publishers’ addresses, but 
also prices and other information. 

In the absence of Prof J. C. Freeman, who 
had promised an address on ‘* Shakespeare in 
the class, the club, and the library,” Mr. 
Hutchins embraced the opportunity to relate the 
short and pathetic history of the new Richmond 
library, which after a few months of helpful ex- 
istence had been destroyed bya cyclone, and left 
nothing behind to tell of its former life but a 
few books that happened, fortunately, to be ina 
Madison bindery at the time. Mr. Hutchins 
suggested that it would be well for the state as- 
sociation to enter upon some systematic work for 
the upbuilding of a new library for the stricken 
city, and urged the librarians present to make 
their libraries centres where donations of books 
might be received for this purpose. Much in- 
terest was aroused, and several expressed a 
willingness to help, while Miss Dousman, of 
the Milwaukee Library, offered to send a box of 
children’s books, to be collected among the Mil- 
waukee children. The association also unani- 
mously voted to pay the binder’s bill out of the 
available funds, besides raising $22 for other 
needs. 

The question, ‘‘Should women be members 
of library boards ?” was then discussed by Mrs. 
Gorst, president of the Woman's Club of 
Baraboo, Miss O’Brien, of Omaha, R. G. 
Thwaites, and others. Mr. Thwaites said he 
had no objection to women being on library 
boards, but would give some reasons why men 
objected to their presence. The consensus of 
opinion favored the women, and Mrs. Morris 
closed the discussion with a final argument for 
the popular side. 

At the February meeting resolutions were 
adopted committing the association to a plan of 
co-operation with the state superintendent of 
public instruction, to secure, if possible, the 
better binding of books purchased for the li- 
braries of the state. In accordance with these 
resolutions letters were sent to the different li- 
brarians in the state, asking them to prepare lists 
of the more poorly bound popular books of the 
day, together with the names of the publishers, 
and forward to Miss Ellen D. Biscoe, librarian 
of the Eau Claire Public Library, who would 
compile statistics on the subject and present 
them at the next meeting. The program of 
the afternoon was opened by the reading of 
Miss Biscoe’s report, which presented the sub- 
ject so clearly that a motion was made by Miss 
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Stearns to ask the LipRARY JOURNAL to publish 
it in full.* 

The next subject on the program was ‘‘Col- 
lecting sets of periodicals,” which was to have 
been presented by Mr. R. B. Griggs, of Bara- 
boo, but as Mr. Griggs was unable to appear 
on account of illness, a general discussion of 
the subject followed. Mr. Hutchins offered 
the services of the commission to any library 
that would send him lists of missing volumes, 
or of whole sets wanted. 

Miss Florence E. Baker, of the State Histori- 
cal Library, enlivened the'audience by telling 
several amusing stories of library happenings, 
which every one enjoyed. Miss Baker said it 
was unpardonable to make fun of ignorance, 
but really funny experiences came into the life 
of every librarian that she could tell with a 
clear conscience for the edification of her 
friends. 

One of the best papers of the convention 
was read by Miss Mary E. Dousman, head 
of the children’s department of the Milwaukee 
Public Library, on ‘* Pictures and how to use 
them.” Miss Dousman has been very success- 
ful in interesting children by means of pictures, 
and told in her paper some of her methods. 

Miss Mary E. Tanner, art director of the li- 
brary commission, discussed Miss Dousman's 
paper, and further illustrated the subject by a 
large exhibit of pictures she had mounted and 
framed for the travelling pictures collection to 
be sent out by the commission. She told, in an 
interesting way, of what had been done with 
pictures, of the influence they had upon lonely 
lives, and ended by giving practical sugges- 
tions on the kinds of cardboard, matsand frames 
to be used, together with the pricesofsame. The 
commission has recently issued a booklet upon 
this subject, compiled by Miss Tanner, which 
may be had upon application. 

After Miss Tanner concluded, Miss Marvin 
talked of the work she had done with pictures 
in the Oak Park Library, and invited the 
audience to adjourn to the next room, where a 
large collection of pictures was on exhibition. 

In the evening another excursion on the 
water was enjoyed, this time on Lake Mendota, 
after which refreshments were served. A vote 
of thanks was given to Mrs. Charles Kendall 
Adams, wife of the president of the state univer- 
sity, through whose kindness and hospitality 
the evening's pleasure was made possible. 

On Saturday morning the time was spent in 
driving about the city, indulging in trolley 
rides, visiting libraries and university build- 
ings. Nearly all departed for their homes on 
the afternoon trains, after having pronounced 
the summer meeting and outing of the Wiscon- 
sin Library Association a success. 

MINNIE M. OAKLEY, Secretary. 
NORTH WISCONSIN TRAVELLING LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION. 

President; Mrs. E. E. Vaughn, Ashland. 

Secretary and Treasurer: Miss Janet Green, 
Vaughn Library, Ashland. 


* This paper will appear in an early issue of the Jour 
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Library Clubs. 


BAY PATH LIBRARY CLUB. 


President: Miss Helen S. Carter, Leicester, 
Mass. 

Secretary: C. H. Clark, West Brookfield, 
Mass. 

Treasurer; Miss Nellie A. Cutter, Spencer, 
Mass. 

LIBRARY CLUB OF BUFFALO. 
President: H. L. Elmendorf, Public Library. 
Secretary-7reasurer; Miss Elizabeth D. Ren- 

ninger, Catholic Institute. 


CHICAGO LIBRARY CLUB. 


President; C. B. Roden, Public Library, 
Chicago. 

Secretary: Miss Irene Warren, Chicago 
Normal School. 

Treasurer: Miss M. E. Ahern, Pudlic Li- 
braries, 215 Madison st., Chicago. 


NEW YORK L/BRARY CLUB. 


President ; Dr. J. S. Billings, N. Y. Public Li- 
brary. 

Secretary: Miss Pauline Leipziger, Aguilar 
Library. 

Treasurer: Miss Harriet Husted, Y. W. C. A. 
Library. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF WASHINGTON 
CITY. 

President; Dr. H. Carrington Bolton, Cos- 
mos Club. 

Secretary: W. L. Boyden, Librarian Supreme 
Council 33° A.A. Order of Scottish Rite. 

Treasurer - T. L. Cole, Statute Law Book Co. 

Meetings: Second Wednesday evening of 
each month, 


CALENDAR FOR I4TH SCHOOL YEAR, 1899 — 1900. 


School opens Wednesday a.m., October 4. 

Election day, holiday, Tuesday, November 7 

Thanksgiving recess begins Wednesday noon, 
November 29. 

Thanksgiving recess ends Monday noon, De- 
cember 4. 

Christmas recess begins Friday a.m., December 
22. 

Christmas recess ends Tuesday p.m., January 


2, 1900. 

Lincoln's birthday, holiday, Monday, February 
12. 

Washington's birthday, holiday, Thursday, 
February 22. 

Course examinations begin Wednesday a.m, 
March 28. 

Course examinations end Friday p.m., March 
30. 

Visit to Boston and other New England libraries 

begins Tuesday a.m., April 3. 


Visit to Boston and other New England libraries 

ends Friday p.m., April 13. 

Lectures begin Tuesday a.m., April 17. 
Memorial day, holiday, Wednesday, May 30. 
Entrance examinations begin Tuesday a.m., 

June 12. 

Entrance examinations end Friday p.m., June 

15. 

Course examinations begin Tuesday a.m., June 

19. 

Course examinations end Friday p.m., June 

22. 

School closes Friday p.m., June 22. 

If the conference of the American Library 
Association occurs during the school year, lec- 
tures will be suspended during the conference 
week, in order that as many as possible both of 
faculty and students may attend the sessions. 

The dates of the summer course will be an- 
nounced early in the school year. 

SALOME CUTLER FAIRCHILD. 


Reviews. 


Hasse, Adelaide R., comp. Reports of explora- 
tions printed in the documents of the United 
States government [a contribution toward a 
bibliography.] Office Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington, 1899. 90 p. O. 

From an early stage of the national existence 
the United States government has kept its mili- 
tary and naval officers employed in time of 
peace in exploring unknown territory and un- 
known natural conditions, and geography, 
geology, zoology, ethnology, astronomy, mete- 
orology, hydrography, in short nearly the 
whole round of sciences, have profited enor- 
mously by these explorations. During the 
present season United States official expeditions 
are up the Amazon, in the South Seas, in New- 
foundland, in Alaska, in the bad lands of Texas, 
and in many other parts of the world. Miss 
Hasse’s little book is probably the first attempt 
to make a comprehensive collection of refer- 
ences to the reports of these government ex- 
plorations. Probably many readers will be sur- 
prised to see go pages filled with the mere titles 
of these reports, but not even Miss Hasse’s in- 
dustry and intimate acquaintance with the 
tangled maze of the public documents have suf- 
ficed to make a complete collection of such 
titles. While recognizing fully the great 
amount of intelligent labor bestowed upon this 
‘**contribution toward a bibliography,’ a ser- 
vice will perhaps be done to the author and to 
her public by pointing out as briefly as may be 
a few of the more important omissions and a 
few respects in which the work has not been so 
carefully done as its value seems to demand. 

The bibliography is arranged as a dictionary 
catalog of authors and subjects, which is no 
deubt the best form that could be chosen for 
such work. There is, however, a title entry — 
just one —and here the rule of alphabeting 
titles under the first word not an article works 
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unfortunately, forit brings the oldest and pre- 
sumably one of the most important entries, 
**An account of Louisiana, 1803,” in the A's, 
under the word ** Account,” and as it is not re- 
peated under the subject-heading ‘‘ Louisiana” 
itis virtually lost. In looking over the first part 
of the alphabet numerous references are found 
for which entries are missing, and vice versa. 
Under “ Africa” there is a reference to Congo, 
but Congo does not appear in the alphabet. 
There is no reference to Taunt, though his 
Congo journey appears under his name and not 
under Africa. Under Africa and under Liberia 
appears a report credited to M. C. Perry, but it 
does not appear under his name in the general 
alphabet, where the only report credited to 
him is that of the Japan expedition, though 
under ‘‘ Liberia” there is a reference to him. 
There is no reference from Perry to Africa or 
Liberia. Under Lynch, Lieut. W. F., is the 
reference ‘‘ see also African squadron.” There 
is, however, no such heading, nor is there any- 
thing by Lieut. Lynch under Africa or Liberia, 
which appear to be the only African headings. 
Under ‘ Bering Strait" there is a reference to 
the barren heading ‘‘ Corwin,” under which 
there is no entry, only a reference to two au- 
thors. The identity of Darien and Panama is 
recognized by a reference from Panama to Da- 
rien, but there is no reference from Darien to 
Panama. Under the former heading is Ad- 
miral Davis's second report, consisting of trans- 
lations only. His first and more important re- 
port does not appear. It was issued in a Con- 
gressional edition, 1866, 28 pages and 13 maps, 
and in a Department edition, 1867, 37 pages 
and 14 maps ; it has a §-page bibliography. 

Under the heading *‘ King, Thomas Butler,” 
is entered a report relative to Californiaand New 
Mexico, 1850, as Senate ex. doc. 18, 31st Cong., 
Ist sess. This is a committee report, not an 
ex. doc., and was not made by Mr. King; King’s 
report is House ex. doc. 59 of the same session. 
In the giving of contents, the entry of series, 
etc., there is considerable confusion. Thusthe 
contents of Captain Sitgreaves's report of the 
Zuni and Colorado expedition are appended to 
his report of the survey of the boundaries of the 
Creek country. Arnold Hague’s monograph on 
the geology of the Eureka district is attributed 
to Rev. R. R. Gurley, and 13 joint authors are 
missing from the generalalphabet. Numerous 
discrepancies are found in the notation of doc- 
uments, and there is more confusion in the 
treatment of series, editions, imprint data, etc., 
than is consistent with careful bibliographical 
work. 

Setting aside further analysis of what is in- 
cluded in the bibliography, mention should 
be made of the somewhat numerous omissions 
which will be noted by those familiar with the 
material under treatment. While it is frankly 
stated that the work is a ‘contribution to a 
bibliography,” the inclusion of many publica- 
tions dealing only remotely with the direct sub- 
ject of exploration makes it fair to question 
the absence of many titles that ought logically 
to have been included. It is, for instance, sur- 
prising to find no mention of the northeastern 
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or the northwestern boundary, both of which 
were explored time after time during long 
periods of years by government commissions; 
while other important omissions include such 
publications as Beardslee's Alaska report, 1882; 
Blair's survey of mouth of Columbia river, 
1846; Cram’s topographical memoir on Oregon 
and Washington, 1859; Gray's reports on Mexi- 
can boundary, 1855; Howison’s Oregon report, 
1848; McCall's report on New Mexico, 1851; 
Menocal’s Nicaragua reports and many other 
Isthmian reports; Mullan’s military road, Walla- 
Walla to Ft. Benton, 1863; Northern boun- 
dary commission, 1838; Simpson's explora- 
tion of Great Salt Lake desert, 1858; Tatnall’s 
survey of Dry Tortugas, 1830; Totten's survey 
of Nantucket, 1828; Wilkes’s survey of mouth 
of ColumbM river, 1846. 

Enough has been said to show that Miss 
Hasse has not done herself justice in her pres- 
ent work. It is to be hoped that, taking the 
‘**contribution " as a basis, she may build upon 
it with more care, tracing all the varied forms 
in which each publication has appeared, giving 
increased care to revision and proof-reading, 
and thus producing a comprehensive and ac- 
curate bibliography. Certainly noone is more 
competent thus to extract the kernel from the 
dry document husk, and as a pioneer in a 
most perplexing and difficult bibliographic field 
her work demands appreciation, even though its 
details in the present instance must call forth 
criticism. F. A. C. 


MASSACHUSETTS FREE Pusiic LipraARy Com- 
MISSION. Ninth report, 1899. Bost., Wright 
& Potter Ptg. Co., 1899. 184466 p. O. 

This is a portly octavo volume of nearly 500 
pages and 148 illustrations of libraries, well 
edited and well gotten up in every way —in 
paper, print, and binding. Itis another example 
of the fact that what Massachusetts does she 
does well. Now let us go back and examine 
the first report of the commission and make a 
few comparisons. The first report, for 1891, 
contained 290 pages and 66 illustrations of libra- 
ries. Then, comparing the 1891 report with 
the 1899 report, the figures stand thus, using 
the numbers of the tables, which are similar in 
both reports: 

1. Towns having libraries owned by town 
and entirely free, 175 against 269. 

2. Towns having free libraries with some 
part in the management, 28 against 35. 

3. Towns where money is appropriated but 
no part is had in the management, 22 against 
26. 

4. Towns in which are free libraries with no 
connection with the town, 21 against 14. 

6. Towns having no free library, 103 against 7. 

These tables are really an epitome of the 
more tangible work of the commission which 
was created to extend state aid to towns having 
no freelibrary. The first tables show how well 
they have done this, making an increase of 94 
fully free libraries in nine years, In this number 
of cases they have changed from the heading 
‘* There is no free library in "inthe 1891 
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report, to page after page of most interesting 
reading. These accounts show how the small 
libraries have been started by the money aid 
from the state, and increased by further gifts 
from the town, townspeople, and others, not 
only of money but of books. It is also shown 
that the commission have reduced the num- 
ber of towns having no library from 103 to 
seven, a difference of 96. This, however, is 
two more than the number having free libraries, 
so there are two more towns evidently rejoic- 
ing in library advantages of some kind. Not 
to carry our bookkeeping statistics further, it 
may be noted that some libraries have changed 
from one class to another, some have been con- 
solidated, and sothe balance remains the same. 
The seven towns with no free library are all, with 
one exception, losing rather than*gaining in 
inhabitants. 

These are the mare tangible results of the 
commission's work. The lawcreating the com- 
mission makes it their first duty to give advice 
in selection, buying, and cataloging of books, 
and any other matters pertaining to the admin- 
istration of the library. It is these other 
matters which largely concern librarians. And 
so,in turning over the pages of this ninth 
report, we come upon certain things which 
make for progress in library work. We read 
of libraries being rearranged, being recata- 
loged and classified, of longer hours of open- 
ing. The old printed catalog on which the 
library spent much of its substance is being 
superseded by card catalogs and bulletins 
and finding lists. Some libraries are .using 
the two-book system. There is a hint of open 
shelves, and in a few instances of children's 
rooms. Full report is made of the school work, 
in which this state has long been prominent. 
We who read between the lines can see a lifting 
up and a broadening out of the sphere of the 
library. 

In their last report the commissioners have a 
roll of honor of givers of library buildings 
numbering 120, and also a list of gifts of the 
past year, which include not only buildings, 
books, and pictures, but also book and manage- 
ment funds. This latter item is encouraging. 
Many of these libraries have buildings. We 
all know how a building appeals to a benefac- 
tor. We area brick and mortar nation. But 
these libraries, especially those of smaller 
towns, need funds for carrying on their 
work. It is pitiful tosee these towns which are 
gradually being drawn into the cities, while at 
the same time, by reason of modern conditions, 
their expenses are mounting up in inverse ratio 
almost to the taxable property. So we are 
especially glad when their book funds are in- 
creased, and when occasionally one is noted 
that has a fund for the librarian’s salary. 

The commission make favorable mention of 
the work of the Woman's Educational Associa- 
tion of Boston, which has 25 travelling libra- 
ries, aggregating 718 volumes, and also of the 
work of the Library Art Club, which circulates 
pictures. They touch incidentally on the visit- 
ing of small libraries by members of the Wom- 
an’s Educational Association and by their own 


commission, and close by an appeal for volun- 
tary aid and work with the libraries. 

The commissioners should be supplied with 
funds to do this work themselves, and the state 
should also send out travelling libraries, as is 
done in New York, Ohio, Michigan, and lowa. 
On the whole the commission is to be congratu- 
lated on the nine years of their work, and we 
hope it is only a preparation for work ona 
wider scale, such asthe Wisconsin Free Library 
Commission does in arousing and stimulating 
interest, and also as is done in the states above 
mentioned by means of travelling libraries. 

Dr. G. E. WIRE. 


Roya. Liprary or THE HaGus. De Oranje 
Nassau-Boekerij en de Oranje-Penningen in 
de Koninklijke Bibliotheek en in het Konink- 
lijk Penning-Kabinet te 's Gravenhage: 
Domui Nassaviae-Arausiae Sacrum, 1898. 
Gravenhage, 1898. 

The ‘* Orange- Nassau Library and the Orange 
medals in the Royal Library and in the cabinet 
of coins and medals at the Hague, dedicated 
to the House of Orange-Nassau,” is, as its title 
indicates, a memorial volume in honor of the 
princes of that house, from whose private col- 
lections has grown the present Royal Library, 
variously estimated at from 200,000 to 400,000 
volumes. Notwithstanding a partial dispersion 
in 1749 and threatened spoliations during the 
time of Napoleon I., the library is—in ‘* re- 
markable"” books — one of the richest in Eu- 
rope. Among the rarities the volumes trans- 
mitted from the private libraries of the princes 
occupy a distinguished place. ‘‘ The princes 
of Orange had other things to do than to study 
books,but whenever we open Huyghens’ manu- 
script catalogue of 1686 we seem to catch a 
breath of the heroic age in which our hero 
race moved,” says Director Byvanck in the 
introduction. 

The books, indeed, pertain largely to history 
and military science, though good editions of 
the classics are by no means rare. The Elzevir 
presses are well represented, and books with 
plates from Feierabend, the De Brys, and others 
are frequent. Acopy ofthe ‘‘ Grands voyages,” 
first Latin edition, is found in the collection of 
‘*Prins Maurits,” 1608. The catalog, in keep- 
ing with its purpose, is handsomely gotten up 
and richly illustrated with phototypes of early 
portraits, autograph facsimiles of great histori- 
cal interest, and reproductions of fine bindings. 
Several miniatures and coats-of-arms are repro- 
duced with surprising fidelity and effect by 
**aquareltypie.” 

The title entries are full, in the manner of 
exhibition catalogs, and are accompanied by 
historical notes, though the notices of manu- 
scripts are too brief to be of use to students. 
The entries are arranged in groups, chronologi- 
cally, each group representing the books and 
manuscripts remaining to-day from the par- 
ticular collection of one of the Orange-Nassau 
princes, beginning with that of Johan IV., Count 
of Nassau 1410-75, and his wife Maria van Loon 
1424-1502. Many of the books bear legends 
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expressly stating that they belonged jointly to 
husband and wife, sometimes accompanied by 


the arms of both, a fashion which became un- | 


common after the 17th century. 


The catalog of coins and medals forms the | 
second part of the volume. None of the many | 


quaint and beautiful medals reproduced in 
heliotype commemorate events occuring in the 
American possessions of Holland. 

The preface indicates that new finds are dis- 
covered from time to time in the Royal Library, 
and bibliophiles, to whom the catalog chiefly 
appeals, may look forward to a reissue with 
additions. C: &. 


‘Librarp Economp and Gistorp. 


GENERAL. 
THe New ENGLAND EDUCATION LEAGUE, 
which is concerned with obtaining the admis- 
sion of library books to the mails at second- 


class postage or cost rates, has secured the co- | 


operation of a committee arranged as follows: 
New England Education League; A. H. Chase, 
State Library, Concord, N. H.; C. K. Bolton, 
Boston Atheneum; Rev. G. W. Jackson, Gen- 
eral Theological Library, Boston; James L. 
Whitney. Boston Public Library; Miss Katha- 
rine P. Loring, Anna Ticknor Library, Boston; 
W. C. Lane, Harvard University; J. Le R. 
Harrison, Providence Athenzum; W. T. Peo- 
ples, Mercantile Library, New York; Miss Olive 
Jones, University of Ohio, Columbus; F. M. 
Crunden, St. Louis Public Library; Horace 
Kephart, Mercantile Library, St. Louis; Miss 
E. M. McLoney, Des Moines Public Library; J. 
F. Davies, Butte Public Library; J. C. Rowell, 
University of California; Miss Anne Wallace, 
Carnegie Library, Atlanta; William Beer, Fisk 
Free Library, New Orleans. It is intended to 
add other names, representing every state. 
Those interested or desiring to co-operate are 
requested to communicate with W. Scott, sec- 
retary, 10 Hollis street, Cambridge, Mass. 

PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY CLUB. Occasional pa- 

pers, nos. 7-9, April, May, July, 1899. 3 

nos. O. 

Papers read at the tri-state meeting at At- 
lantic City, March 17, 18, 1899, as follows: 7, 
New lamps for old, by Helen E. Haines; 8, 
Children’s rooms in free libraries, by John Ash- 


hurst, 3d; 9, Department for the blind in free 

libraries, by Edward Ellis Allen. 

Stevenson, W:M. Carnegie and his libraries; 
republished from Presbyterian Banner of Au- 
gust 10, 1899. 8 p. il. F. 

A short biographical sketch of Andrew Car- 
negie, followed by a descriptive summary of 
the libraries established by him or through his 
aid. These are listed as follows: Braddock, 
Pa., 1889, $300,000; Allegheny, Pa., 1891, 
$325,000; Pittsburgh, Pa., 1895, $3,860,000; 
Homestead, Pa., 1898, amount not stated; Fair- 
field, Ia., 1893, $40,000; Johnstown, Pa., 1889, 

,000; Carnegic, Pa., amount not stated; At- 
lanta, Ga., $300,000; Washington, D. C., $300- 


ooo; Connellsville, Uniontown, KecKeesport, 
| Duquesne, and Oakmont, all in Pennsylvania, 
each public libraries; Birmingham (Eng.) Uni- 
| versity, $250,000; East Liverpool and Steuben- 
ville, O., each $50,000, The list does not claim 
completeness, and is not a full record of Mr. 
| Carnegie’s benefactions, but it is none the less 
a remarkable showing. The gifts to Scotch 
libraries — Edinburgh, Ayr, Inverness, Wick, 
Dunfermline —are also noted. 


LOCAL, 


Bakersfield, Cal. On Aug. 18 a contract was 
let for the erection of the Beale Memorial Li- 
| brary. The building will be of the mission 
style, 42x 8o.feet, the walls will be of brick, 
plastered in imitation of adobe, the roof of gen- 
uine Spanish tiles. The contract price is $7270. 
The library is being erected by Truxton Beale 
as a monument to the memory of his father, 
General E. F. Beale, who left a large estate in 
the county, and it will be the first memorial li- 
| brary building to be erected by California 
donors since the Smiley memorial was built in 
Redlands over 1§ months ago. 


Baltimore, Md. Enoch Pratt F.L. Through 
the generosity of Mr. Robert Poole, of Balti- 
more, a seventh branch is to be added to the 
Pratt library system. This will be located in 
the suburbs of Woodberry, immediately adjoin- 
ing the Hampden Presbyterian Church. The 
building and site will be entirely the gift of Mr. 
Poole. He has for many years been interested 
in providing good reading for the people of the 
neighborhood, and nearly 15 years ago joined 
in establishing the Woodberry Free Reading- 
Rooms and Circulating Library, which occu- 
pied a frame building a few feet south of the 
site of the new library. It collected about 2500 
volumes, and was of considerable use to the 
community. This library has now voted to 
give its books to the Enoch Pratt Free Library 
and to surrender its charter. This step places 
all the free circulating libraries in the limits of 
Baltimore as parts of the Pratt library system. 

Woodberry and Hampden were two suburbs 
of the city annexed in 1888. They have a pop- 
ulation of from 15,000 to 20,000, and are now 
built up substantially as one. A large propor- 
tion of the inhabitants are employed in the 
great cotton duck mills of the Mt. Vernon and 
other companies, and in the machine shops of 
| the Poole company. This seventh branch li- 
brary is the second to be built beyond the old 
city limits, the sixth being the first. 


Belfast (Me.) P. L. An interesting meeting 
of librarians was held in the library on Aug. 
22. The guests present included, in addition 
to representatives of the libraries of neighbor- 
ing towns, Prof. Van Name, of Yale University 
Library; Prof. R. C. Davis, of the library of 
| the University of Michigan; and Willard Aus- 
ten, reference librarian of Cornell. A program 
of short papers and addresses was carried 
through, and there was general and interested 
discussion. A pleasant luncheon was served 
at the library, and the meeting was generally 
enjoyed. 
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Boston (Mass.) P. L. (47th rpt.—year end-| in character. It cannot remain stationary; if it 


ing Jan. 31,99.) The literature of library ad- 
ministration owes much to the Boston Public 
Library, and this latest annual report increases 
that debt, and illustrates again how full of 
practical interest and value the record of a great 
library’s work can be made. As usual, the re- 
port is so extended and so important that an 
adequate summary within prescribed limits can 
hardly be given, and we can but repeat our 
annual recommendation to read, mark, and 
inwardly digest the reportin full. The supple- 
ments to the reports of trustees and librarian 
contain this year two especially valuable feat- 
ures — Mr. Whitney’s ‘* Considerations as to a 
printed catalog,” presented at the Atlanta Con- 
ference (see L. J., July, p. C8), and Mr. Ford’s 
pregnant report upon the proposed scope and 
the function of the Statistical Department, 
which deserves special attention. There are 
also interesting reports from the chiefs of 
the Fine Arts and Children’s departments, and 
from the supervisor of branches; the usual 
report of the examining committee, and the 
usual miscellaneous tabulations of statistics, 
force, gifts, etc. 

The statistics of the year may be summar- 
ized as follows: Added 25,470, of which 7143 
were gifts; total 716,050, of which 550,822 are 
in the central library. Issued, home use 1,245,- 
842, of which 822,998 were issued through the 
10 branches, 18 stations, 22 engine-houses, and 
various schools, institutions, and other places 
of deposit. New registration 7032; total cards 
in force 72,005, a percentage of 14,4) to the 
total population of the city. ‘‘ The classifica- 
tion of the cardholders shows a fairly even 
division by sex. This is usual in the United 
States, but not so abroad. At Birmingham in 
1895 —96 the number of cards issued to borrow- 
ers was in proportion of 32 males to 12 females; 
in 1896-97 as 28to 12." Receipts $295,010.24; 
expenses $264,580.04. Owing to outstanding 
obligations the apparent balance of $30,430.20 
is reduced to $21,835.40, which is composed of 
funds restricted to certain purchases, or is 
covered by obligations. The year’s expendi- 
tures for books and periodicals was $34,935.10. 

The need of an increased income is strongly 
presented. During the year past a deficit was 
avoided only ‘‘by reducing the purchase and 
rebinding of books below a proper and econom- 
ical level, and by omitting purchases of fuel, 
stock, and supplies usually made toward the end 
of the year.” Mr. Putnam says: ‘‘ With each 
year of its development the library requires a 
larger sum for its maintenance. The increase 
in the aggregate only keeps pace with the 
growth of population of the city, and with the 
increase in the volume of work which the de- 
partment iscalled upontodo. Inthese respects 
the public library is on a different basis from 
the public schools. It also is not a single 
isolated institution within rigid limits, but is a 
system attempting to respond to the needs of a 
city fast growing in population and in needs. 
It also, by its own very growth, creates a new 
demand, and the needs to which it responds not 
merely grow in volume but develop continually 


does not advance and expand it must degener- 
ate.”” It is pointed out that the present appro- 
priation covers only general maintenance ex- 
penses and the purchase of more popular books. 
‘** The reference departments of the library—the 
departments that are to make it a great refer- 
ence library for scholars —can be built up only 
by private gift. The sum of $9000 per annum 
is painfully insufficient. At most it enables the 
library to keep up with essential current publi- 
cations. But when, from time to time, impor- 
tant special collections are thrown upon the 
market to be competed for, the library is help- 
less. Its competitors have great emergency 
funds which they can apply at will to just such 
purposes. It has none. Each year it practi- 
cally exhausts its income in ordinary expendi- 
ture. In consequence it has constantly the 
mortification of abstaining wholly from compe- 
tition, or, if it venture a bid upon a few items 
peculiarly within its province, of being outbid 
by other institutions. There is a general im- 
pression among the citizens of Boston that the 
general and even development of the library 
is amply assured by endowment and appropria- 
tion. Thisis an error which ought by every 
means to be corrected. On its popular side the 
library is developing normally. The scholarly 
side is not developing in proper proportion. On 
this side the library is relatively losing rank. 
It will not, cannot, regain this rank until the 
citizens of Boston come to its aid with further 
endowment.” 

Of special importance during the year was 
the completion of the architectural changes that 
have added much to efficiency and convenience; 
these, which are described in some detail, were 
noted in L. J., Jan.,'99, p- 20. The catalog 
and printing departments and the bindery have 
accomplished a great amount of work. Inthe 
first-named 47,615 volumes, or parts of volumes, 
were cataloged, 120,903 cards were placed in 
various catalogs, and material was prepared 
for the various regular and special lists and 
publications. The revised edition of the list 
of historical fiction is well advanced. Among 
the branches no notable additions or changes in 
system have been made. Here ‘‘the most 
significant of the undertakings of the year has 
been the reclassification of the books upon a 
single system, with relative (instead of fixed) 
location and identical notation; and the issue of 
a finding list of recent accessions classified, 
located, and numbered on this system, so that 
any copy of the list is equally a catalog of 
these titles at any one of the 10 branches. 
The work of reclassification is but begun. 
Hand in hand with it goes the work of weeding 
out the old or unserviceable books and of sup- 
plying fresh ones. Assume the branches to be 
completely reorganized in this way — their col- 
lections reduced to lowest terms and then rebuilt 
to a common standard, classified alike and cata- 
loged in common, and the basis will have been 
laid for a future development which may be 
simple, uniform, and economical.” 

Special mention is made of the voluntary aid 
given by the special committee on current fic- 
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tion, whose reports on new books are used asa 
basis of selection (see p. 528). The examining 
committee, while recommending various minor 
improvements in service, finds little to criticise 
and much to commend. 


idgeport (Ct.) P. L. (18th rpt. — ond- | 
Bridgeport (Ct.) ‘ pt year end: | freely extended to sit down and write to some 


ing June 1, '99.) Added 2324; total 33,125. 


Issued, home use 136,998 (fict. and juv. 65 #); | 


ref. use 15,461. New registration 1394; total 
registration 12,641. 


During the year seven art exhibitions were | 


held, and nine free lectures were given to adults 
and five to children, 


Brooklyn (N. Y.) P. ZL. Attorney-General 
Davis has informed the State Civil Service 
Commission that the employes of the library 
are not subject to the provisions of the state 
civil service law. He states that it ‘‘ seems to 
be entirely clear that these employes are not 
in the ‘state service,’ as that term is defined by 
subdivision 4 of section 2 of the civil service 
law, and hence cannot be subject to the rules of 
the State Civil Service Commission.” 

The library requisition to be submitted for 
1900 was outlined at the August board meeting. 
It will involve the expenditure of $150,000, half 
to be devoted to book purchases and the balance 
to the establishment of branches. It is planned 
to maintain ro new branches, as follows: Sara- 
toga, at Saratoga avenue and Halsey street; 
Carroll Park, at Carroll and Courtstreets; Stuy- 
vesant, at Stuyvesant avenue and Broadway; 
Bushwick, at Graham and Montrose avenues; 
City Park, at Navy street and Park avenue; 
Prospect, at Sixth avenue and Third street; Ful- 
ton, at Hanson place and Fulton street; Green- 
point, in Greenpoint avenue, near Oakland 
street; Flatbush, in Caton avenue, near Flat- 
bush avenue; and Bay Ridge, at 73d street and 
Second avenue. The two latter are at present 
independent libraries— The Flatbush Public 
Library and the Bay Ridge Public Library — 
which it is proposed to transfer to the control 
of the Public Library. 


Cleveland (O.) P. L. At the August meeting 
of the board the establishment of a library 
training school was reported upon by the special 
committee appointed to consider tne subject. 
The committee recommended that a school be 
established, provided a fund for its support 
could be obtained. It was suggested that pri- 
vate generosity might be induced to provide an 
endowment. It was thought that the school 
should be established in the East End, and that 
it should at the same time serve as a branch 
library. The estimated cust was given as 
$50,000, with an annual cost of maintenance of 
$5000. The report was referred to the build- 
ing committee. 


Concord (N. H.) P. L. ‘*Old home week,” 
whose successful celebration recently in New 
Hampshire may ‘ead to its adoption in other 
States, was noticed at the Concord Public Li- 
brary by a collection of objects of local in- 
terest. Pictures of the former librarians, a 
shelf of books that were favorites years ago, 
an old map of the city, a row of books by Con- 


cord authors, a list of the high-school grad- 


uates, the two reference books, ‘‘ New Hamp- 
shire men” and ‘‘ New Hampshire women,” 
a fashion plate of the old styles, and a plentiful 
supply of ‘‘Old home week” stationery, made 
an attractive corner, where the invitation was 


one who couldn't come. The librarian herself 
received visitors arrayed in the costume of 60 
years ago. 

Counal Bluffs (Ja.) P. (17th rpt.— 
year ending Dec. 31, '98.) Added 306; total 
21,562. Issued, home use 79,379 (fict. 46,261). 
New registration 576 ; total registration 8009. 


Detroit (Mich.) P. L. A new plan of man- 
agement for the library has been formulated by 
the commissioners in connection with the libra- 
rian, and a printed outline has been issued for 
the further consideration of the board. It pro- 
vides for a librarian and an assistant, as at 
present, and creates six divisions of the work 
under the immediate supervision of the libra- 
rian. First is the cataloging department, with 
a chief and three assistants ; then the reference 
department, with a chief and two assistants; 
the circulating department is to have a super- 
intendent of circulation and as many deputies 
as are necessary. The branch library depart- 
ment, which includes the school libraries, the 
park library, and the special delivery depart- 
ment, will have a chief and as many assistants 
as are necessary. The juvenile department 
will have a chief and two assistants, and the 
periodical department, under whose supervision 
will be the reading-room, will have a chief and 
three or more assistants. 

The chiefs and superintendents will be under 
the immediate authority of the librarian, and 
will be held individually responsible for their 
departments. Theclerks will be graded, and 
each will receive the salary attached to the 
grade. Promotions will be on the recommenda- 
tion of the librarian, and, with the exception of 
pages, positions will be given only tothose who 
take the competitive examination. 

The library has established a system of 
messenger service in response to orders by 
mail or telephone. ‘ Library cardholders 
have now the privilege of ordering books 
by mail or telephone, and having them de- 
livered at the slight cost of 10 cents. A 
private mailing card can be procured at the 
library, which may be filled out with the titles 
of several books and mailed, or filled at the 
library. When any one of the books named 
comes in, it will be sent at once to the applicant 
by a messenger. Only one book will be sent 
ata time. and asecond book will not be sent 
until the first has been returned. Books sent 
out in this manner are subject to the general 
regulations respecting time limit, renewal, and 
fine for detention overtime. Books will be sent 
only to cardholders who are notin arrears for 
fines. When the messenger delivers a book, 
he will, if requested, return another to the 
library without extra charge.” 

Evie(Pa.) P. L. (Rpt., 1897 — 98 and 1898 — 99.) 
On Feb. 16, 1899, when the library was dedi- 
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cated and opened to the public it contained 
9292 v.; since then 2326 v. have been acces- 
sioned, making atotal of 11,618. As the report 
is made to May 31, 1899, the figures show only 
three months’ work. The total circulation was 
41,954 (33,713 fict.), of which 14,767 were issued 
from the children’s department. No. card- 
holders 4990. 

The report contains an historical sketch of 
the library, anda fullaccount of the dedication 
exercises. 


Evanston (/il.) P. L. Charles F. Gray, of 
Evanston, has offered to give $10,000 toward a 
new library building on condition that a total 
sum of $100,000 be raised. It is understood 
that the full amount will be secured. 


Fort Worth, Tex. Carnegie P.L. A meeting 
of the library trustees was held on Aug. 1, for 
the settlement of plans for the new library as- 
sured by Mr. Carnegie's recent gift of $50,000. 
A contract has been made between the library 
association and the city, by which the former 
transfers to city ownership its library, which, 
however, is to be administered by the asso- 
ciation, on condition that the city appropri- 
ate $4000 annually for its maintenance. The 
site committee reported that the title to Hyde 
Park, upon which the library is to be erected, 
was satisfactory. Resolutions of gratitude to 
Mr. Carnegie were passed, and formal accept- 
ance of his gift was made. It was also voted 
that the new library should be formally desig- 
nated the Carnegie Public Library of Fort 
Worth. The report on the recent gift concert 
showed net returns of $6439.55, making with 
the sum previously raised a total of $10,448.88 
cash in hand. 


Fresno(Cal.) F. Z. Added 710; total 5418. 
Issued, home use 34,636 (fict. and juv. fict. 
27,382). New registration 947. 

The increase of the library levy from four to 
five cents is stronghy urged. 


Hampton (Va.) Normal and Agricultural Jn- 
stitute L. (Rpt.—in Southern Workman, July, 
p. 277.) ‘Since Oct. 1, 1898, 647 borrowers 
have registered and drawn books from the li- 
brary. Inthe seven months 4983 books have 
been issued. The revision of the card catalog 
has made gratifying progress. The circulation 
of the travelling libraries this year has been 
much interfered with by the prevalence of 
smallpox in this and neighboring counties; 
seven of them have been in use, however. The 
picture exhibitions have been continued, 15 
having been held, and have proved popular. 
The great need of the library at present is that 
the alterations should be carried into effect as 
speedily as possible.” 


Holyoke (Mass.) P. L. A. The librarian’s re- 
port, presented at the annual meeting on May 8, 
gives the following facts: Added 623 ; circu- 
lation 49,645 (fict. 25,984; juv. 13,573); card- 
holders 1546. 

The meeting was notable as marking the offi- 
cial recognition of the gifts of 114,400 feet of 
land to be used asa site for the new building 


| from the Holyoke Water Power Co., and 


$10,000 contributed to the building fund by J. 
Pierpont Morgan, of New York. The library 
fund has also received a contribution of $5000 
from the Farr Alpaca Co. 


Ilion (N.Y.) F. P. L. (6th rpt. — year ending 
May 1, '99.) Added 483 ; total 10,328. Issued, 
home use 40,975 (fict. 18,776; juv. 9846). Total 
registration 2806. Receipts and expenses 
$5187.65. 


Kansas State Hist. Soc. L., Topeka. (Bien- 
nial rpt., Nov. 1, ’96-Nov. 1, '98.) Added 
10,790 (incl, pamphlets, etc.); total 102,325. A 
large number of gifts were made during the 
period covered, the most notable being 358 v. 
and 196 pm. from the library of the late Major 
J. B. Abbott, and 128 v. from the library of the 
late Dr. Joseph Tingley. The long contention 
between the state library and the society li- 
brary, which has for years been waged over the 
proposition that the state library should com- 
bine its miscellaneous collection with the society 
library, was ended by a resolution passed at the 
last annual meeting, voting that the contro- 
versy should cease. ‘* The embarrassments 
caused by reason of the scant and unsuitable 
rooms for the society still continue.” 

Appended is a list of the 20,881 v. of bound 
newspapers and periodicals in the library. 
Those relating to Kansas (13,781) are listed al- 
phabetically by counties; those of other states 
and countries by name of locality. The list 
covers 72 nonpareil pages. 


Mansfield (O.) Memorial L. Assoc, (12th rpt. 
— year ending March 31, '99.) Added 577 ; to- 
tal 8430. Issued, home use 37,095 (fict. 19,318); 
borrowers’ cards in use 5940; visitors to read- 
ing-room 40,928. Receipts $2665.03; ex- 
penses $2087.21. 

A travelling library on American history was 
received from the Ohio State Library and 
proved useful in school work. The Newark 
charging system was introduced in August. 
Trustees and librarian express their disappoint- 
ment that the request for a children’s room — 
made to the board of education— was not 
granted ; ‘‘it is earnestly hoped that in the 
near future this very important branch of work 
may be started.” 


New York. Aguilar F. L. Soc. (toth rpt., 
1898.) Added 13,113; total §5,190, distributed 
among the four libraries now existing. Issued, 
home use 503,033, an increase of 52,485 over 
the preceding year. Total registration 64,360. 
Receipts $50,830.94; expenses $46,877.33. 


N. Y. P. ZL. The Slavic department of the 
library, for which an initial appropriation of 
$1000 was made last January, was recently 
opened. It contains the nucleus of a collection 
of books in Russian and allied tongues, con- 
sisting of about 100 volumes, chiefly classics of 
the Russian drama, fiction, poetry, and belles- 
lettres. New accessions are constantly being 
received, and it is expected that about 1000 vol- 
umes will be on the shelves by January. A 
valuable part of the collection will be the files 


j 


September, '99] 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


of all public documents issued by the several 
departments of the Russian government and 
by the states and cities of the empire, which 
will be contributed by the national and local 
authorities. The Russian Geographical So- 
ciety, the Russian Historical Society, and the 
Imperial Academy of Science will also send 
their official publications to the library. This 
department was instituted in response to a pe- 
tition signed by 54 Russian residents in New 
York City, many of whom are correspondents 
of papers and periodicals published in England. 
The Semitic department, established two 
years ago, now contains 4000 volumes in the 
Hebrew language and in Judwo-German, the 
dialect commonly spoken by Russian Jews. 


Northwestern Univ. L., Evanston, Jil. (Rpt. 
—year ending April 30,'99.) Added 2913; 
total 40,279. ‘‘ The number of volumes added 
to the library by purchase is much greater 
than in any preceding year, and these books 
meet some of the most pressing needs of the 
several departments." Gifts of special value 
have also been received. The recorded use of 
books was 12,262, of which 5111 were issued 
on reading-room slips. This shows but a frac- 
tion of the actual use of the library. 

** The beginning of a new card catalog has 
been made. All books cataloged since July 
1, 1898, have been cataloged on the basis of 
the catalog of the library of the Peabody Insti- 
tute. This plan involves much more exhaus- 
tive cataloging than has heretofore been 
attempted in the history of this library. But 
the inadequacy of abbreviated cataloging in 
meeting the demands of university work be- 
came so apparent that this beginning has been 
made in order that new books may be cata- 
loged in the manner that will remove the 
necessity of recataloging them at some later 
date; and this beginning has also been made 
with the hope that at no distant date the means 
may be provided for treating the entire library 
in the same thorough manner.” 

‘* The most urgent need of the library is an 
increase in its working staff.” 


Oakland (Cal.) P. Z. A library training class 
has been established for the members of the 
library force, and lectures upon library work 
have been given by Miss Mary Williams, grad- 
uate of the New York State Library School. 
Addresses by the librarians of several Califor- 
nia libraries will also be given. 


Pasadena (Cal.) P. L. During the N. E. A. 
convention at Los Angeles in July the library 
displayed an interesting exhibit of ‘‘ California 
in literature and illustration.” One panel of 
the wall space was devoted to large pictures 
of the mission south of San Luis Obispo; 
a second panel to folio sheets from the Califor- 
nia reading table of the Pasadena Library; a 
third to mission Indian music; a fourth to fruit 
and flower photographs; and the fifth, and last, 
to photographs of the library board of directors, 
the librarian and her assistants, the exterior and 
interior of the library building, and a special 
view of the California reading table. Upon 


a table set under the large mission pictures was 
exhibited a map of the Camino Real, showing 
the famous missions, presidios, and pueblos of 
the time of Alfred Robinson, the map being the 
finished and careful work of the assistant li- 
brarian, Miss Prentiss. 


Passaic (N. J.) P. LZ. The library is de- 
scribed and illustrated in the New York 7Zimes 
illustrated supplement, Sunday, Aug. 6. 


Pennsylvania State L. On Aug. t the library 
was reopened, after having been closed for a 
month for reclassification and general reorgani- 
zation. The work was begun on June 10, and 
was completed a month before the date set for 
its conclusion. It was carried through by a 
force of 54 persons in addition to the regular 
staff, and included the complete reclassification 
of the books and the preparation of a new card 
catalog. A special appropriation was made for 
the work by the last legislature. The library 
has also been improved by a general repaint- 
ing, the construction of a much-needed pas- 
sageway through the stack-room, the installa- 
tion of new tables, etc. 


Peoria (/il.) P. LZ. (1gth rpt. — year ending 
May 31, '99.) Added 4350; total 70,317. Is- 
sued 152,982 (fict. 44.88 %; juv. fict. 24.804), of 
which 14,784 were issued through the schools. 
Cards in use 6393. Receipts $16,010.87; ex- 
penses $15,974.81. 

An interesting report. Like most other libra- 
rians, Mr. Willcox has to report a slight decline 
in circulation, attributable to the Spanish war, 
and this occasions some suggestive remarks 
upon the factors that must limit circulation. 
He says: 

‘** The difficulty of forcing our public to ab- 
sorb more than a certain amount of general 
reading in a given period is shown by our ex- 
perience in the public schools. At the begin- 
ning of the school year it has been our custom 
to place in each of our public schools farthest 
from the centre of town a small library of from 
200 to 400 attractive books, carefully chosen to 
suit the taste and capacity of young people. 
These books are issued at the schools under 


| precisely the same conditions as at the library 
| itself, and are read at home by members of the 


family as well as by the pupils. Since the 


| children attending these outlying schools are 


mostly strangers to the public library, the priv- 
ilege of reading such books must be a new 
pleasure to them, and we might reasonably 
look for a steady increase in this schoo! circu- 
lation, especially as two new schools were fur- 
nished with libraries this year. Yet the total 
circulation from seven schools was only 14,784, 
as against 15,029 from five schools last year, a 
loss of 245. There would seem to be such a 
thing as a point of saturation."” Among adult 
readers it is found that ‘‘up to about the age 
of 25 or 30 our young men fresh from school 


| and our clerks and mechanics keep up their 


reading with more or less of continuity; then 
comes business or a profession anda gap in 
their general reading, or they continue it from 
their own growing private collections; but be- 
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tween the ages of 30 and 65 men do not draw 
books from the public library, they consult 
them in the line of their work.” 

Mr. Willcox’s remarks regarding the lack of 
durability of expensive or standard books de- 
serve special consideration. 


Phenix (Ariz.) P. L. The work of organiz- 
ing the library is being effectively carried on. 
Mrs. M. P. Chubb has been appointed librarian, 
a number of new books have been added, and 
it is proposed to make a card catalog. 


Pittsfield, Mass. Berkshire Athenaum, (Rpt. 
— year ending June 1, '99.) Added 2529; total 
34,041. Issued, home use 85,379. 1187 v. 
have been sent to the public schools, where 
they have hada circulation of 3175. New reg- 
istration 1162 ; total registration 4028. 

Mr. Ballard says: ‘* This public library has 
never meant so much £o the intellectual life of 
Pittsfield as during the year ending June 1, 1899. 
The use of the books set apart for home circu- 
lation has beenalmost phenomenal. All previ- 
ous records have been broken,” the increase 
for 1899 being given as nearly 40 per cent. 


Port Jervis(N. Y.)F. L. (Rpt. —year end- 
ing June 30, '99.) Added 1086; total 10,255. 
Issued, home use 28,285. Visitors to reading- 
room 89,488. A new registration of borrowers 
was begun in April. 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y. Adriance Memorial L. 
Mr. Sickley has prepared a list of historical 
stories illustrative of American history, for use 
in schools and in the library, which differs from 
the ordinary bulletins. The list is printed as a 
large placard, in advertising style, divided to 
indicate the various periods. Some copies are 
printed on heavy cardboard. The style, ar- 
rangement, etc., are well calculated to arouse 
interest. 


Rome, N.Y. Jervis L. A. The librarian’s 
report forthe year ending June 30, '99, gives 
the following facts: Added 686; total 12,798. 
Issued, home use 41,034 (fict. 74%; juv. fict. 
82%). Registration (since Oct. 1, when new 
registration was begun), 1980. 

‘“‘As a method of advertising the library, 
2000 folders, giving the library hours and an 
invitation to come for a book, were printed and 
distributed among the manufacturing establish- 
ments of the city. We have no means of 
knowing just how many new readers came 
directly and indirectly as a result of this ex- 
periment, but we know of 14 who responded.” 


Salt Lake City (Utah) P. L. The annual report 
of the trustees, presented May 31, gives the 
following facts: Added 1159; total 12,001. 
Issued, home use 65,545 (fict. 40,784; juv. 
16,991); reading room use, 41,101. Total reg- 
istration, $773 These statistics show that 
during its existence of less than a year and a 
half, the library has made a good record for 
activity and growth. The trustees state that 
its facilities are already greatly overtaxed, and 
that it is impossible to properly accommodate 
readers and borrowers. More room is urgently 
needed. They ask for a more liberal appro- 


priation, and estimate the expenses of the 
coming year at $12,000. The present tax levy 
yields a little over $5100. 


San Francisco, Pythian L. The Pythian Li- 
brary of San Francisco, the only one in Cali- 
fornia, sustained for many years by the local 
lodges of the Kuights of Pythias, has been 
closed and sold to the newly established free 
library of San Mateo, one of the suburbs of San 
Francisco. 


Spring field (Mass.) City L. The reclassifica- 
tion of the library upon the Expansive system 
has now been begun and will be carried through 
as promptly as the extent of the task permits. 
The present classification is a fixed location 
scheme, and the growth of the library within 
recent years has made it unwieldy and incon- 
venient. The work has been begun on the 
juvenile books other than fiction. 

A small branch library of 1000 volumes has 
been established at the street-railway office for 
the use of employes. If it proves appreciated 
it will be continued, the collection being 
changed at regular intervals. 


Tacoma (Wash.) P. L. At a recent meeting 
of the library board of the city council a general 
reorganization of the library was advocated, 
with its withdrawal from political influences. 
One cquncilman, who had previously been a 
supporter of political rule, is quoted as say- 
ing: ‘‘ The library should be removed entirely 
from the influence of politics. We should have 
the best possible management in the library 
and should retain it. The librarian should be 
a man familiar with his books and those which 
the city should have. Sucha manis a rarity, 
and when we obtain him he should not fear re- 
moval by a changed administration. I have 
been in the council six years and in that time 
the library has had five librarians. The first 
was William Curtis Taylor, probably the best 
librarian the city has had. He wasthoroughly 
familiar with the library and loved his work. 
The second was Herbert Bashford, now state 
librarian. Jonathan Smith succeeded Bash- 
ford and he gave way to Alexander McCready. 
The present incumbent, Captain Jennings, fol- 
lowed. This is practically an average of one 
man a year, and no man can become familiar 
with his work in that time. A librarian should 
be retained as long as he isefficient. Indianap- 
olis, Chicago, and other eastern cities practice 
this plan.” It was suggested that the library 
board should bea non-partisan body, elected 
by the people. 

It is to be hoped that these suggestions may 
be followed, and it is at least encouraging that 
they should have been made regarding a library 
that for five years past has been used practically 
as a political office. 


Uniontewn, Pa. The site for the Carnegie 
Library has been finally settled by the accept- 
ance of the offer of J. K. Ewing to give for the 
purpose a five-acre tract on Fayette street, al- 
most in the heart of the town. The property, 
which is worth $30,000, will be improved and 
converted into a park. 
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®Gifts and Bequests. 


Beaver, Pa, On Aug. tg it was announced 


that in resp.nse to an appeal made by a local | 
club of young women, known as the Bachelor | 
Maids, Andrew Carnegie had offered to give | 


$50,000 for the establishment of a public library, 
on condition that the town furnish the site and 
maintain the library. The offer was received 
with general appreciation and will be accepted. 


Grove City, Pa. Andrew Carnegie offered 
on Aug. 24 to give $50,000 for a public library 
for Grove City, $25,000 to be devoted to a 
building, and on its erection the remaining 
$25,000 to be applied to its equipment. The 
gift is on condition that the town furnish a site 
and guarantee $3000 a year for the library's 
maintenance. The offer will be accepted. 

San Diego (Cal.) P. LZ. Ata special meeting 
of the library trustees on July 27 a letter was 
read from Andrew Carnegie offering to give 
$50,000 for a library building, provided the city 
furnish a site and guarantee an annual appro- 
priation for the library's support. The offer 
was promptly accepted, and organization plans 
are now under consideration. 

Shutesbury (Mass.) P. L. By the will of the 
late Mirick N, Spear, of Amherst, the library 
is bequeathed the sum of $1500. 


Librarians. 


Davies, John F., forseven years librarian of 
the Butte (Mont.) Free Public Library, has re- 
signed that position. Mr. Davies came to Butte 
from the St. Louis Public Library, of which he 
was head assistant, in the spring of 1892, and 
under his direction the Butte library has grown 
largely in usefulness and in popular apprecia- 
tion. His resignation is due to political influ- 
ences which have been strengthened since the 
last municipal election, and it was precipitated 
by the result of the September meeting of the 
library board, when by a close vote two minor 
positions on the library force were declared va- 
cant and new appointments were made in 
accordance with the opinion expressed by one 
of the members, that ‘* to the victors belong the 
spoils.” During the years of his connection 
with the library Mr. Davies has given himself 
with devotion to its welfare and has sought in 
all ways toextend its influence. He has been 
succeeded by Dr. J. R. Russel, formerly pastor 
of the leading Presbyterian church in Butte, 
who has also served as city superintendent 
of schools. 

Eur Le, Father Franz, S.J., the librarian of 
the Vatican, was among those upon whom the 
University of Oxford conferred the honorary 
degree of D.C.L. in July. 

Fatout, Miss Nellie B.. of the New York 
State Library School, 1898-99, has been ap- 
pointed classifier and cataloger of the Ander- 
son (Ind.) Public Library. 


GRISWOLD, William McCrillis, well known as 
the compiler and publisher of the ‘'Q. P.” and 
other indexes, and as a reviewer, died at his 
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summer home at Seal Harbor, Me., on Aug. 
3. Mr. Griswold was born in Bangor, Me., 
Oct. 9, 1553, being a son of Rufus Wilmot 
Griswold, the editor and biographer of Poe. 
He studied at Phillips-Exeter Academy and at 
Harvard, from which he was graduated in 1875, 
and was for about tour years an assistant of 
Mr. Spofford in the Copyright Department of the 
Library of Congress. It was while he was in 
that library that he issued the first of his series 
of indexes, the general index to the Nation for 
1865-1880. This was a personal enterprise, 
undertaken even without the knowledge of the 
editors of the periodical indexed, and it was 
followed by a special political index tothe same 
publication, entitled *‘ A record of politics and 
politicians in the United States, 1565-1882,” 
and by the series of Quarterly Periodical 
P.") indexes to the Atlantic, North 
American Review, International Review, Lip- 
pincott, Eclectic, Littell’s Living Age, the first 22 
volumes of Scri/ner, Deutsche Rundschau, Con- 
temporary and Fortnightly Reviews, Nineteenth 
Century, Revue des Deux Mondes and Nouvelle 
Revue. He also published seven ‘‘ Cumulative 
indexes," including one to Harper's Weekly, 
1857-1887; ‘* Descriptive lists of novels and 
tales,” dealing with American country and 
American city life, with ancient history, history 
of North America, life in France, Germany, 
Italy, Norway, and Russia ; also, ‘* Descriptive 
lists" of ‘‘International novels,” ‘* British 
novels,” and ‘Romantic novels.” He also 
prepared a ‘Directory of writers for the lit- 
erary press in the United States,” and a 
‘*Directory of authors, including writers for 
literary magazines"; a number of annual in- 
dexes; a compilation of narratives called 
‘* Travel,” including ‘‘ France,"’ ‘‘ Germany,” 
and ‘Switzerland’; and in 1898 ‘ Passages 
from the correspondence and other papers of 
Rufus W. Griswold,” which was intended as a 
truthful presentation of his father's literary re- 
lations. Mr. Griswold was a man of independ- 
ent income, and his indexing and other en- 
terprises were labors of love, carried out in 
accordance with his own ideas and published by 
himself. Their practical usefulness was hin- 
dered by the eccentricities of abbreviation 
and phonetic orthography which he adopted 
and sturdily maintained, but they made and 
still make available a great mass of valuable 
material for those who have the patience and 
the desire to seek it. Mr. Griswold had beena 
member of the A. L. A. since 1881. His home 
for many years was in Cambridge, Mass., and 
he is survived by a wife and children. 


GuILp, Reuben Aldridge. The ‘‘ Memorial 
discourse" on the late Dr. Guild, delivered by 
Rev. Henry Melville King in the First Baptist 
Meeting-house of Providence, on June 18, 1899, 
has been issued in pamphlet form. It is a sin- 
cere tribute to Dr. Guild's long life of service in 
his community and his profession. 


Ricute-Curnow. Herbert E. Richie, assist- 
ant librarian of the Denver (Colo.) City Li- 
brary, was on Aug. 18 married to Miss Char- 
lotte E, Curnow, assistant in the same library. 
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STANLEY, Miss Harriet H., graduate with 
honor of the New York State Library School, 
class of ‘95, has resigned her position as 
librarian of the Southbridge (Mass.) Public Li- 
brary to become assistant in charge of work 
with the schools inthe Brookline (Mass. ) Public 
Library. 

TemMPLE, Miss Mabel, graduate of the New 
York State Library School, class of ‘90, has 
been appointed librarian of the North Adams 
(Mass.) Public Library, succeeding Miss Augus- 
ta Dunton, who will become associate libra- 
rian. Miss Temple has for the past five years 
been head cataloger at Brown University Li- 
brary. 


TuRNER, Miss Minnie, for six months acting li- 
brarian of the East St. Louis (Kan.) Public Li- 
brary, was on Aug. 21 appoiated librarian of 
that library. Miss Terner had been first assist- 
ant in the library for several years. 


Warwick, Miss Elma, who was elected 
librarian of the Withers Public Library, of 
Bloomington, Ill., in June, has resigned that 
position to become librarian of the State Nor- 
mal School, De Kalb, Ill. 

Wycue, Benjamin, formerly librarian of the 
University of Texas, has been engaged to re- 
classify and catalog the State Library of North 
Carolina. 


Cataloging and Classification. 
BIBLIOGRAFIA UNIVERSALIS. Publicazione co- 
operativa dell Istituto bibliografico internazi- 
onale di Bruxelles, anno 1, fasc. 1, 1899. 

Firenze, G. Civella, 1899. 8 p. 1. O. 

This pamphlet, by Signor Saladino Saladini- 
Pilastri, is explanatory of the accompanying 
first bulletin of the bibliography of contempo- 
rary Italian law, classified by the decimal sys- 
tem as one of the publications of the Brussels 
International Institute of Bibliography. A 
synoptical table and an alphabetical index to 
the bulletin are promised among the early 
issues. In his introduction Signor Saladini- 
Pilastri shows himself an ardent advocate 
of the decimal system, though he suggests 
various numerical additions and embellishments 
that to our thinking would make it much too 
complicated forany butexpert use. Apparently 
he has no fault to find with the classification it- 
self, any more than with the notation, for he 
contents himself with a simple translation of 
that part of the classification referring to law. 
The bulletin itself consists of eight pages, of 
10 or more entries each, the page printed on 
one side only, in order that the entries may be 
cut apart and mounted on cards. The entries 
are very full, both as to title and imprint. 


BurraLo (XN. ¥.) P. L. Descriptive catalogue 
of the Gluck collection of manuscripts and 
autographs in the Buffalo Public Library. 
Buffalo, July, 1899. 8+ 150 p. 1. O. 


This elaborate catalog has been prepared 
by Mrs. H. L. Elmendorf, in accordance with 


the terms on which Mr. Gluck completed the 

gift of his interesting collection to the Buffalo 

Library, in May, 1897, #.¢., ‘‘ That a proper 

catalog be printed which shall describe the 

specific items of the collection and which 
shall be at all times accessible to the public.” 

The collection which was gathered during the 

years 1885 to 1897 is an extensive one, mainly 

literary in character, and while chiefly repre- 
sentative of American writers, includes such 
names as Francis Bacon, Balzac, Disraeli, Be- 
renger, Blake, Charlotte Bronté, the Brownings, 

Burns, Tennyson, Coleridge, De Quincey, Dick- 

ens, Dryden, George Eliot, Heine, Hugo, 

Macaulay, Pope, Scott, Shelley, Voltaire, and 

Wordsworth. The catalog is an author list, 

giving full name, date and place of birth, and 

describing the respective items in detail; in 
most cases the manuscripts are accompanied by 
portraits, which are also noted. The most in- 
teresting manuscripts, which have not appeared 
in print or which differ materially from the 
printed text, are reproduced. Among these, 
the letters of the Brownings, of Macaulay and 
of Greeley, and the Keats sonnet are especially 
interesting. Appended to the Gluck catalog is 

a short ‘‘list of manuscripts and autographs in 

the Buffalo Public Library not belonging to 

the Gluck collection, arranged under the names 
of the persons who gave them to the library”; 

a careful index completes the well-made vol- 

ume. 

INSTRUCTIONEN fiir die alphabetischen kataloge 
der Preussischen Bibliotheken und fiir den 
Preussischen Gesammt-katalog. Vom _ 1o. 
Mai, 1899. Berlin, A. Asher & Co., 1899. 
164 p. F. 

INTERNATIONAL CATALOGUE OF SCIENTIFIC LiT- 
ERATURE. Field, Herbert Haviland. The 
international catalogue of scientific literature. 
(/m Science, Aug. 25, 1899. 10: 254-256.) 

A defence of the Dewey classification against 
the recent numerous and vigorous attacks on it 
with reference to the proposed international 
catalog. 

— The international catalogue of scientific lit- 
erature. (/ Science, July 14, 1899. 10: 46- 
50.) 

Prof. Charles E. Bessey, of the University of 
Nebraska, adversely criticises the classifica- 
tion of Botany, and W. J. McGee that of An- 
thropology. 

** LIBRARY BUILDINGS: an index of illustra- 
tions,” is the title under which the Boston 
Public Library includes, in the August issue 
of its Monthly Bulletin, a revision and extension 
of the valuable reference list first published in 
its Quarterly Bulletin for January, 1886, and 
May, 1888, and reprinted with additions in L. 
11: 409, 13:291. Since then the work of 
collecting has been continued to the present 
time by Mr. Whitney, and additional informa- 
tion has been obtained through blank forms 
sent to libraries which have erected new build- 
ings. The library began its collection of plans 


; 
= 
A 
4 
> 
| 


September, 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


547 


and other material relating to library buildings 
at the time when the plans for its own new 
building were under consideration, and the ex- 
tent of the material gathered within the last 
few years is a remarkable indication of the 
modern growth of libraries. This second edi- 
tion of the index covers 31 two-column pages, 
indexing 27 publications, and is in a measure a 
guide to and record of modern library archi- 
tecture. Its value to librarians is great. 


The N.Y. P. L. Aulletin for July continues 
its reprinting of the Virginia papers, and in- 
cludes an extensive classed check list of works 
on ‘‘ Fishand fisheries,” covering 16 pages. This 
does not include works on angling as a sport, 
a list of which may be later published. 


The OstTerRHOUT ( Wilkes-barre, Pa.) L. News- 
letter for August contains a useful short list of 
‘Some books of value for the study of mis- 
sions,” compiled by the Rev. V. H. Lukens. 


The Pratt INsTITUTE F. L., Brooklyn, N. Y., 
issued in August no. 1 of vol. 1 of a Monthly 


Bulletin, to be devoted to library news, special | 


lists, record of accessions, etc. The first num- 

ber contains a classed list of selections from 

recent additions. 

U. S. Dept. oF AGRICULTURE. Library bul- 
letin, July, 1899: Accessions to the depart- 
ment library, April-June, 1899. 24 p. 
[printed on one side only.] D. 


WasASH R.R. Dept. Y. M. C. A. L., Decatur, 

7il, Catalog of books. 1899. nar. O. 

The library is the gift of Miss Helen Gould, 
and was selected, classified, and cataloged by 
W. F. Stevens, of the Railroad branch of the 
Y. M.C. A. It is an author and title list in one 


alphabet. 
CHANGED TITLES. 


Dicken’s [sic] Mystery of Edwin Drood, by 
Charles Dickens, Jr., and Wilkie Collins,” pub- 
lished in 1898 by R. F. Fenno & Co., is identical 


** John thie er's secret, sequel to Charles 


with a book of the same title, published anony- | 


mously by T. B. Peterson, Phila., with copy- 
right date of 1871. Allibone’s supplement 
assigns the authorship of this book to Henry 
Morford, and the ‘‘American catalogue” of 
1876 assigns ittothe same authorship. S. W. 


‘* Admirals all and other verses,” by Henry 


Newbolt (London: Elkin Mathews, 1898), is a | 
‘*The island race,” by | 


little book of poems. 
Henry Newbolt (London: Elkin Mathews, 
1899), is also a little book of poems, containing 
all published in the former volume and others. 
S: H.R. 
FULL NAMES. 
Mrs. M. E. M. Davis. 
mulative Book Index Co. of Minneapolis, at- 


tention was called to an error in the Copyright | 
bulletin in the entry of ‘‘ The wire cutters,” by | 


Mary Evelyn Moore Davis. An investigation 
showed, that owing to a similarity in the names 
of two southera women writers, some confusion 
evidently existed, in various catalogs as to the 


Thanks to the Cu- | 


proper distinction between their works. A let- 
ter to the author of ‘‘ The wire cutters" brought 
a response, the gist of which is here offered for 

| the benefit of those catalogers who may have 
followed misleading printed authorities. 

Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Moragné Davis, now of 
Alabama, wrote in 1364 ‘‘A British partizan"’ 
(see Allibone, Supplement, v. 1, p. 461). In 
1888 she wrote a volume of verse under the 
title ‘‘ Lays from the sunny lands.” 

Mrs. Mary Evelyn Moore Davis, of New 
Orleans, La., is the author of the following 
books: 1. Minding the gap and other poems. 
1872. (Under her maiden name, Mollie E. 
Moore.) 2. In war times. 3. Under 
the man fig. 1895. 4. Under six flags. 1897. 
5. A Christmas masque of St. Roch. 1897. 6. 
An elephant track and other stories. 1897. 7. 
The wire cutters, 1899. J. C. M. HANSEN. 


Mrs. MATILDA Coxe (EVANS) STEVENSON, 
Mrs. Tilly E. Stevenson is the same as Matilda 
Coxe Stevenson. Mrs. Stevenson in her early 
writings used her school name, Tilly Evans, 
abbreviating the surname to initial. Later she 
resumed her real forenames, Matilda Coxe, but 
omitted her maiden name. 

Henshaw, Henry Wetherbee, avd Turner, Lu- 
cien McShan, authors of papers in the reports 
of the U. S. Bureau of Ethnology 

Royce, Charles C. The C is simply an initial 
added by himself for purposes of distinction, 
and is not aninitial of a name. N. E. B. 

Rev. Charles Durkee Merrill is the fullname 

| of the author of ‘‘A summer sheaf” [poetry] 

| (Beloit, Wis., 1891), and ‘‘ Potato culture on 
the Island of Jersey’ (Medina, O., 1896). Au- 
thority of author— M. M. O. 

The following full names of authors of copyright 

voksare supplied dy the Catalogue Department, Library 
of Congress 

Boericke, William, ana Dewey, Willis Alonzo 
(The twelve tissue remedies of Schiissler, 4th 
ed., 1899); 

Carhart, John Wesley (Under palmetto and 
pine); 

Coston, William Hilary (The Spanish-Ameri- 
can war volunteer); 

Davidson, Nicholas Perry (A classification 
of surgical operations); 

De Leon, Edwin Warren, amd Moon, Sidney 
Norman (The law of liability); 

Delling, Charles Manoah (Ethel Holbrook); 

Dingwell, James Davidson (The closing cen- 
tury’s heritage); 

Drinkhouse, Edward Jacob(History cf Meth- 
| odist reform); 

Elson, Henry William (Side lights on Ameri- 
can history, 1899); 

Foss, Hans Anderson (Tobias: a story of the 
Northwest, 1899); 

Gash, Abram Dale (The false star: a tale of 
| the Occident, 1899); 
Hale, Richard Walden (The Dreyfus story); 
Holaind, René Isidore (Natural law and legal 


1888. 


| practice, 1899); 

Hunt, William Chamberlin (The scope and 
| method of the twelfth uae [In Ameri- 
| can Econ. Assoc. pub., n.s., 5 
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Kupfer, Lilian (Manual : 
studies [anon.], 1897); 
Loomis, Herbert Norton (Outlines in botany); 
Milne, William James (Plane and solid ge- 
ometry); 


Nichols, Joseph Marvin (The law of mis- | 


sions); 

North, Simon Newton Dexter (Manufac- 
tures in the federal census [1899.] [In Amer. 
Econ. Assoc. pub., n.s., no. 2]); 

Reagen, Harry Clifton (Locomotive mechan- 
ism and engineering, 1898); 

Scofield, Cyrus Ingerson (Plain papers on 
the doctrine of the Holy Spirit); 

Stedman, Thomas Lathrop, ed. (Twentieth 
century practice, v. 16, Infectious diseases, 
1899); 

Valadier, Charles Auguste (Materia medica 
notes; compiled for medical students, 1898); 


Wharton, Henry Redwood, and Curtis, Ben- | 
jamin Farquhar(The practice ofsurgery. Rev. | 


ed., 1899); 

Wilson, Mabel Aureola (Love, light, and life 
for God's little children); 

Wishard, Luther Deloraine (The student's 
challenge to the churches). 


The following are supplied by the John Crerar 
Library: 

Austin, Arthur Converse (Practical half-tone 
and tri-color engraving) : 

Marston, Thomas Brunton (Territorial ex- 
pansion and the Federal Constitution). 


Bibliografp. 


Art. American art annual, 1898; ed. by Flor- 
ence N. Levy. N. Y., Macmillan, 1899. 
540 p. 8°. $3. 

Pages 80-87 contain the art books of the 
ear, arranged alphabetically by title. Pub- 
ishers and prices are given. There is also an 
incomplete list of art magazines. 


Béois, Alfr. L'enfer de la Bibliothéque na- 


tionale : revendication de livres saisis a son | 


domicile et déposé a la Bibliothéque impériale 

en 1866; debats judiciares. Paris, Carteret 

& Cie, 1899. 183 p. 8°. 

Capri AND SORRENTO. Furchheim, Federigo. 
Bibliografia della isola di Capri e della peni- 
sola Sorrentina, aggiuntavi la bibliografia di 
Amalfi, Salerno, e Pesto, anticamente Posi- 
donia o Paestum in Lucania; corredata di 
note critiche. Napoli, F. Furchheim, 1899. 
87 p. 8°. § lire. 

The second volume of the “‘ Bibliografia della 
Campania,” of which Furchheim's Biblio- 
grafia del Vesuvio” formed the initial volume. 
CoLperT, Jean Baptiste. Sargent, A. J. The 

economic system of Colbert. N. Y., Long- 

mans, Green & Co., 1899. 24138 p. D. 

(Studies in economics and political science.) 
net, 75 ¢. 


natural history | 


Pages 118~133 comprise a classified and an- 
| notated bibliography. 


ConsumPTION. Walters, F. Rufenacht. Sana- 

| toria for consumptives in various parts of the 

| world: a critical and detailed description, 
| together with an exposition, of the open-air 

or hygienic treatment of phthisis. N. Y., 
| Scribner, 1899. 19+ 374p. 8°. net, $4.20. 

Contains a 10-page bibliography. 
| Corsica. Caird, L. H. The history of Cor- 
| sica. Lond., T. Fisher Unwin, 1899. 11+ 
179P. 
| Contains a list of authorities — 18 titles. 
| Epucation. Hazlitt, W.Carew. Further con- 
| tributions toward a history of earlier educa- 
| tion in Great Britain. (/n The Antiguary, 
| July, 1899. 35: 204-210.) 

This instalment deals with Latin school- 
books, Greek school-books, and earlier English 
| school-books. 

Finney, B: A. Bibliography in the high-school 
course; reprinted from the supplement to 
University News-letter, no. 28. 4p. O. 

An address delivered to the Michigan School- 
masters’ Club, Ypsilanti, in April, 1899, review- 
ing what has already been done toward includ- 
ing bibliographic instruction in high-school 
courses, and describing the course given by 
Mr. Finney at the Ann Arbor High School. 
PLAY AND AMUSEMENT. Hewes, Amy, comp. 

Special bibliography, no. 3: Play and amuse- 

ment. (/n The American Journal of Soci- 

ology, July, 1899. 5: 134-144.) 

This bibliography is intended to cover in 
general: American books from 1876 to date 
(1898), English books from 1832 to date, French 
books from 1840 to date, German books from 
1890 to date. Numerous titles of an earlier 
date, however, have been included. 


INDEXES. 

DietRIcH, Feiix. Bibliographie der deutschen 
Zeitschriften-Litteratur. Band3: Alphabe- 
tisches nach Schlagworten sachlich geordnetes 
Verzeichnis von Aufsitzen, die wihrend des 
J. 1898 in ca. 520 zumeist wissenschaftlichen 
Zeitschriftendeutscher Zunge erschienen sind, 
mit Autoren-Register. Herausgegeben unter 
Mitwirkung von E. Roth und M. Grolig. 
Leipzig, Felix Dietrich, 1899. 16+258 p. 4°. 
16 m. 


Anonnms and Psendonpms. 


@Jostan Fiynt.% Josiah Flynt is the pen- 
name of Mr. Frank Willard, son of Mrs. Mary 
Bannister Willard, now resident in Berlin, Ger- 
many. He is a nephew of the late Frances E. 
Willard. — Dr. G. E. Wire. 
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THE AMERICAN NEws COMPANY 


BOOK DEPARTMENT 


Oe account of a large increase in the volume of business 

which we are now doing with the libraries of the coun- 
try we have decided to establish a special LIBRARY DE- 
PARTMENT in order to make our services more efficient. 
We invite you to take advantage of our facilities. 

We have the largest miscellaneous book stock in the 
United States, embracing the publications of the various 
publishers, and assure you that our facilities for the proper 
handling of our correspondent’s orders are of the best. We 
promise you the most careful attention and prompt dispatch 
on all business entrusted to us. 

Would be pleased to receive from you a list of books on 
which you desire quotations, and, when possible, will be 
pleased to have you visit us and make use of the facilities of 
our store and library department in making a selection of 
books. Very truly, 

THE AMERICAN NEWS COMPANY, 


39-41 CHAMBERS STREET, NEW YORK. 
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H I G G INS’ — a 
PHOTO 
MOUNTER. 


The best adhesive for mounting photographs, maps, engravings, 
posters, etc., and for scrap-book, tissue work, and general use as a sub- 
stitute for mucilage. Fora hundred and one purposes where an adhesive 
is needed a world of satisfaction will be yours if HIGGINs’ PHoro MOUNTER 
is at your elbow. It is not a Starch or Flour Paste, but a ‘‘ Vegetable 
Glue,” semi-fluid, and always ready for use without preparation. A true 
solution, absolutely uniform and free from lumps, of soft and unctuous 
consistency and pure white color, and never spoils or changes. Spreads very smoothly and 
easily, adheres at once, and dries quickly. Does not warp, cockle, or strike through the mount, 
and warranted not to injure the tone or color of any mount. Unsurpassed for either dry or wet 
mountings. An excellent novel brush (see cut) goes with each jar. 


SOLD BY DEALERS IN ARTISTS’ MATERIALS, PHOTO SUPPLIES, AND STATIONERY. 


A 3-02. jar prepaid by mail for thirty cents, or circulars free from 


CHAS. M. HIGGINS & CO., Originators and Manufacturers, 


INKS AND ADHESIVES. 168-172 Eighth Street, 
Rrooklyn, N. ¥., U. 8S. Ae 


London Office : 106 Charing Cross Road. 


LIBRARY DEPARTMENT OF ::::: 


LEMCKE & BUECHNER, 


(LONDON. LEIPZIG. PARIS.) 
o~—__—____———$12 Broadway, New York. 
> > 


The increasing volume of business which we are doing with the libraries of the country has 
led us to establish a special 


DEPARTMENT 


under the personal supervision of the principals of the firm, in order to make our service still 
more efficient. 

You are invited to take advantage of the experience gained during the past, the knowledge 
of the books wanted by libraries and the facilities for procuring rare and out-of-the-way books, 
as well as sets of serials, and the latest fresh from the press publications from all parts of the 
world. 

Orders are filled in the shortest possible time through our London, Paris, and Leipzig offices, 
or by direct mail whenever desired. 

Binding done abroad in good library style at very low prices. 

Periodicals supplied at lower rates than mail copies can be furnished by the publishers 
themselves, in better shape for ultimate binding, complete files with index and title. 

We have special facilities to procure Spanish books and carry in stock the best modern 
novels, 
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Library Department 


A. C. McCLURG & CO., 


UR LIBRARY DEPARTMENT is devoted exclusively to the requirements of 
PUBLIC, UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE, SCHOOL, and CLUB LIBRARIES, 
and every endeavor is made to fill all orders completely and promptly and with the 
greatest care. 

Our stock of STANDARD AND POPULAR BOOKS is unusually large and com- 
plete, and we are therefore in an exceptionally good position to meet promptly and satis- 
factorily the wants of libraries. 

We are continually receiving from our agent in London large consignments of FOR- 
EIGN BOOKS—those for Public Libraries being imported free of duty—and we make a 
specialty of picking up both domestic and foreign books which are out of print, or which 
for other reasons are difficult to secure. 

Librarians are cordially invited to correspond with us and, when possible, to visit us 
and make use of the facilities of our store and Library Department in making their 
selection of books. 


A. C. MIcCLURG & CO., Chicago. 


The Annual Literary Index, 1898 


44646444446 444444464 4A AA AAA 
T7777" 
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Including Periodicals, American and English; Essays, Book-Chapters, etc.; with 
Author-Index, Bibliographies, Necrology, and Index to Dates of Principal 
Events. Edited by W. I. Fiercuer and R. R. Bowker, with the co-operation 
of members of the American Library Association and of the Library Journal 


staff. 

Tue ANNUAL LITERARY INDEX complements the ‘‘ Annual American Catalogue” of books, 
published each year, by indexing (1) articles in periodicals published during the year of its 
issue ; (2) essays and book-chapters in composite books ; (3) authors of periodical articles and 
essays ; (4) special bibliographies ; (5) authors deceased ; (6) dates of principal events during 
the year. The two volumes together make a complete record of the literary product of the year 


“Of great value to all who would keep advised of the topics and writers in the periodical literature of the 
day.""—Universalist Quarterly. 


** Good indexing could no further go.""— The Nation, 


One vol., cloth, $3.50. 
> 


Address the OFFICE OF THE PUBLISHERS WEEKLY, 
P. O. Box 943. 59 Duane Street, New York. 
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NEUMANN BROTHERS, 


ESTABLISHED 1879. 


Library Bookbinders, 


7 EAST 16th STREET, 
(Telephone Connection) 


Near Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK. 


We make a specialty of the correct arranging and lettering of works in 
foreign languages. 


H. SoTHERAN & Go. 


Booksellers, Bookbinders, and Publishers, and General Agents in 
Europe for Private Bookbuyers and Public Institutions in America. 


With exceptionally long experience in Library Agency, they can promise the best care, dili- 
gence, and discretion in everything relating to it, and in small matters as well as great. 
Established 1816, 


A Monthly Catalogue of Second-Hand Books (‘* Sotheran’s Price Current of Literature,”) post free. 


140 Strand, W.C., and 37 Piccadilly, W.: London. 
Telegraphic Address: BOOKMEN, LONDON. Codes: UNICODE and A BC. 


Wales’ Improved Bookbinding Magazines. 


gazine or review published, at a price 
per copy depending upon its market value, 
or the cost of finding same, if not on hand. 
I have considerably over 500,000 magazines 
in stock, and the assortment is as varied 
as the production of the periodical press for 
the last one hundred years. A Business- 
Is the strongest system for lacing in like query with list of wants will be met by 

. a prompt and business-like reply. 
Library, School, and any other Book, 

, A. S. CLARK, 
thereby securing an indestructible | 174 Fulton St. (Opposite St. Paul's), N. W- City. 
SPRING BACK. I will warrant it 
to outwear any other system in use, U. S. GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 


A SPECIALTY. 
and in order that you may test it I Largest Stock in Existence. 


will bind one 12mo vol. for your Li- WwW. H. LOWDERMILK & CO., 
brary if you will send postage for its. 1424-6 F Street, Washington, D. C. 


return. IF YOU WANT TO KEEP POSTED 
A trial lot is solicited from your on magazine literature, or if you desire to have an 


index to the of principal 
H > year, should advise you to look into the 
Library. 
_ THE ANNUAL LITERARY INDEX. 
J. RUFUS W ALES, The pce is Tet one pet from 
| the Office of THE PUBLISHERS’ WEE , 59 Duane 
40 Shawmut Ave., MARLBORO’, MASS. | Street, New Yerk. 


(Pat. in U. S., June 7, 1898. Protected in Canada) 
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Books for Libraries. 


E make a specialty of Library business and offer an efficient and experienced service, prompt- 
est filling of orders, with prices based on our wholesale buying in the chief American 
book market. We have just issued a NEW LIBRARY LIST OF 2500 VOLS., carefully selected 


and classified, a representative, unbiased collection. 
Large libraries will be interested in our Fall and Spring Clearance Catalogs (real bargains, 


overstock of current books). 


THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO., “"°'sookbeacers, 


5 and 7 East _ Sixteenth Street, New York. 


THE H 1ELMAN- -TAYLOR 
Publishers, Booksellers, Art Dealers, 


23, 25, 27 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland. 257 5th Avenue, New York. 

BOOKS.—We are desirous to bid on the lists. of of Books s and Periodicals for your library. Our discounts are liberal. 
Our facilities for handling large orders are unexcelled. 

ABT.—Library and School-room Decorations. Pictures anp Casts. 

THE CUMULATIVE INDEX.—A complete key to all the leading Periodicals of America and Europe. 
No Library is complete without it. 

THE ST. NICHOLAS INDEX.—A key to St. Nicholas from Volume I. to 1899. The same plan and ar- 
rangement as the Cumulative Index. 


Send for Circulars of Books, Art Goods, I Indexes, Reading Lists, etc. 


THE HELMAN-TAYLOR CO., 23, 25, 27 Euclid Ave., Cleveland. 
BOOKS WANTED. SITUATIONS WANTED. 


WANTED. .—A position as cataloger by a young lady, 

a graduate ofa —_ or and of severa! years’ 
experience in cataloging est references. Address J. 
E., care Liprary Jouenat. 


Case Library, Cleveland, O. 
of Sectety af Chemical Industry, V. Ty 3s 4 


Pennsyivania Aevhives. ] IBRARY or bookstore position wanted by a young 
Col te Univ. Library, Hamilton, N. Y. 4 woman, library school and college graduate. Some 
Andrews, EF , Institutes of Economics. experience. References. Address1aos Springfield Ave., 
Nature, no. aa Jan, 23, 1896, Urbana, Il. 

Free Public Library, Newark, N. J. ANTED—By young woman, graduate of a library 
International Review, Vv. 14. \ school, with four years’ experience in cataloging, 
Knickerbocker Magazine, 4.and 65. a position as cataloger or generai assistant. For fur- 
Lend-a-Hand, V. 2 t0 4. ther information and references address R. H., care 
Library Journal, Dec., 1879. LipRaky JOURNAL. 


Lutheran Quarterly Review, Vv. 24. 


Jersey Olty Free Library, Jersey © iiy, N. J. 
American Historical Register, ¥. 1, 189s. 


I T IBRARY | POSITION wanted by young American 
~ woman who has just returned from three years’ 
university study in Europe. She has made a special 


W. H. Lowdermilk & Co., Peioghe. Dc. study of languages, and speaks French, German, and 
Vandergrift’s Compilation of U. S. Customs Tariff, | Italian. Has studied in New York State Library School 
1898, or any. and has had several years’ experience as college librarian 
Butler, Seven Creative Principles. and as cataloger in a university library. Address H. 
Denton, The Sou! of Things. M. B., care Liprary sournat Office 
sop, Early ed. of the Fables, in En = 
Fox, Regimental! Losses in the Civil SPECIAL NOTICES 


Chambers, G. F.. Descriptive and Practical Astronomy, 
ath 1889-90 


EARLY HISTORY OF BROWN UNIVERSITY 


—_— By REUBEN ALDRIDGE GUILD, LL.D. 


BOOKS FOR SALE. The book is a handsome quarto of 636 pages, of which 

| 65 constitute a genuine librarian’s index. It has fourteen 

Rev. Dr. Clendenin, Westchester, N. y. City. pare, and views of Hopewell Academy, the Col- 

For sale to the highest bidder, fourteen thousand five | lege edifice, the President's House, and the first Baptist 


hundred and ninety-seven copies New York Daily | Meeting House as it was in the early days. 

Tribune, unbound, no duplicates, from 1851 to 1898 in- Of the greatest interest to colle 
clusive. Nine yearscomplete. Average lack of thirty) men ane collectors of Americana. The 
copies to the year. Each year wrapped in heavy ma- | remainder of the edition will be sold at $3.00 a copy. 
nila paper. Dealers who order a number of copies at once may 


Also for sale many thousand duplicates of New York | obtain them at favorable rates by addressing 
Daily Tribune from 1851 down to date, 


Mrs. Revoen A. Guin, 34 Pratt Street, Providence, R. I. 


| 
i 


September, '99] THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 555 


EM. TERQUEM, 
Paris Agency for American Libraries, 


ESTABLISHED 1877, 
31 Bis BOULEVARD HAUSSMANN 31 Bis 
PARIS. 


French and Continental Books purchased at the lowest | Auction sales orders attended to, also orders for private 
erms. libraries offered en bloc before auction. 
Orders carefully executed for out-of-print and new books. | Mr. Em. Terquem, being the appointed agent in Paris of 


Binding for books in constant use a specialty of the firm. many libraries, colleges, and universities, can furnish 
Estimates given on application on al! orders. references in almost every city in the United States. 
The “* Catalogue de la Librairie Frangiise" mailed free | Correspondence and trial orders solicited. Smallor large 

monthly as well as catalogues of second-hand book- shipments every week either direct or through his 

dealers of every locality. agent in New York. 

G. P. PUTNAM’S SONS 
9 
NEW YORK: LONDON : 
27 and 29 West 23d Street. 24 Bedford Street, Strand. 


LIBRARY ACENTS. 


ESSRS. PUTNAIM1 have peculiar facilities for handling all library business in- 
telligently and to the best advantage of their customers. 

Their Branch House in London — which they receive English orders for 
American books) enables them to supply, promptly, English books, without the com- 
miss’on usually paid by American dealers. 

Their extensive miscellaneous and retail business makes it practicable to buy all 
books at the lowest prices, to carry a large stock of standard books in every depart- 
ment of literature, and to keep in touch with the current publications of the day. 
Their business experience covers more than half a century. 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 


153-157 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


Librarians and others will do well to communicate with us before placing their 
orders. 

The latest publications of all the leading American and English publishers are 
kept in stock, thereby enabling us to fill orders with utmost despatch. 

Special attention is asked to our facilities for importing books free of duty. 

Correspondence solicited. Send for catalogues and specimen copy of 
Tue Book Buyer, a monthly magazine devoted to books, authors, and literary affairs. 


KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER & CO., Ltd., 


PUBLISHERS AND LIBRARY AGENTS, 


Paternoster House, Charing Cross Road, London, Eng., 
Having extensive experience in supplying PUBLIC LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS, GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS, etc., at Home and Abroad, with Miscellaneous Requisites, Books (New and 
Second-hand), or Periodicals in a// Languages, offer their Services to LIBRARIANS, SECRE- 
TARIES, AND OTHERS. Careful attention given to every detail. Exceptional Facilities for 
obtaining Foreign and Scarce Books. BINDING OF EVERY DESCRIPTION UNDERTAKEN. Periodicals 
and Newspapers Promptly Supplied as issued. Books Shipped io all parts of the World at Lowest 
Rates. 


TERMS ON APPLICATION, ALSO LIST OF LIBRARY APPLIANCES, HANDBOOKS, ETC. 
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+ GUSTAV E. STECHERT. 


ALFRED HAFNER. 


G. E. STECHERT 


is the only Importer in America who employs no Agents, but has his own offices at : 


LONDON : 
PARIS: 
LEIPZIG : 


2 Star Yard, Carey St., W. C. 


. 76 Rue de Rennes. 
Hospital Str. 10. 


where experienced clerks and assistants attend carefully to the orders from New York. 
That such orders can be filled better, cheaper and quicker and with less 
trouble and work to the Librarian, than if the books were ordered from European 


Agents, a trial order will convince. 


The following is a partial list of our stock of Sets of Periodicals and valuable 


Works, some of which are quite 


Academie royale des inscriptions et belles- 
lettres: Histoire depuis son establisse- 
ment et Miemoires de Litterature. Vols. 
ast. gto, full calf, giltedges. Paris, 1736-1808. 

All the Year Round. A Weekly Journal con- 
ducted by Charles Dickens. Vols. 1-20. Half calf. 
1859-1868. 

Amador De Los Bios, Jose, Historia criti- 
ea de la Literatura 7 vols., 
bound in half morocco. Madrid, 1861-1865. 

American Journal of Psychology. Vols. :- 
gin Numbers. 1387-1898. 

Analyst (fhe). Vols. 1-23. Cloth. 18 and 
its forerunner: Proceedings of Society of Pabi c Ana- 
lysts. Cloth. London, 1876. 

(The). Vols. 4-22. Cloth. London, 188- 


Analyst (The). 

umbers. 

Annalen des Deutschen Reiches fuer Ge- 
setzgebung, Verwaltung und Statistik. 
Herausgeg. von G. Hirth. Bd. 1-27. 8vo, bound in 
half cloth. Leipzig, 1868-1894. 

Annales publique et de Mede- 
cine legale. From beginning of Series I. to III. 
Vol. 28 and 2 indexes. vols., bound in half cloth. 
1829-1802. 

Aanales des Sciences naturelles. rst Series 
(comprising Zoology and ar complete. Index 
and 2 vols. Atlas. In all 33 vols. 8vo, half calf. 
Paris, 1824-1833. 

Annales des Sciences naturelles. 2d to 7th 
Series: Zoologie et Paleontologie. 109 vols. alf 
morocco. Paris, 1834-1892. 

Annales des Sciences seologia ues, ed. Her- 
bert et "iilme-EKdwards. Tome :-a2. 8vo, half 
morocco. Paris, 1869-1891. 

The Authropological KReview. 
8vo, cloth. London, 1863-1871. 

Archivio per le scienze mediche pubbl. da 
Bizzozero. Vols. 1-19. 8vo, half bound. 
Torino, 1876-1895. 

Archives neerlandaises des sciences exac- 
tes ot naturelies, publ. par la Societe 
Mollandatise des sciences a Harlem. Vols. 
1-24. 8vo,halfcloth. La Haye, 1866-1892. 

Art Unten and Art Journal. From the com- 
mencement in 1839 to 1888. 46 vols. Folio, half mo- 
rocco and gilt top. London, 1839-1888. 

Aruch Completum, Edited Alex. Kohut. 
8 vols. et supplement. 4to, uncut, Viennae, 1878- 
1892. 

Albrecht, Das germanischo Wational- 
Museum zu Nuernberg in seinen Racu- 
men und @ebaculichkelitem. Text and so 
pilates, folio. In portfolio. Niienberg, 1896. 


Vols. 9-16. London, 1885-1892 in 


Vols. 1-8. 


rare (prices upon application) : 


Berichte der Deutschen Chemischen Ge- 
selischaft zu Berlin. Jabrg. 1-28 und 3 Reg. 
Bde. 69 vols. Half sheep. 1868-1896. 

Berichte der Deutschen Chemischen Ge- 
sellechaft. Jahrg. 1-24. 51 vols. and 3 Register 
vols. Half merocco. Berlin, 1868-1891. 

Bickel], Dr. L., Boekbindings (from the 
Messian Histeric Exhibition) from 
XV. to the XVIII. Centuries. With s3 Helio- 
type prints on 42 plates. Cloth. Leipzig, 1893. 

Bijdragen tot de diarkunde nitgegeven 

oor het nootichap, Natura Artis 
Miagistra. 16 partsand 3 vols. Folio. Amsterdam, 


1848-1888. 

Book-Lore, A ™ ine devoted to Old- 
Time Literature. Vol. 1-6. «to, half coan, gilt 
top. London, December 1884 to November 1887. 

Bookworm (The); An Illustrated 
of Old-Time Literature. Vo!ls.:-7. Half calf. 
London, 1888-1894. 

Bradley, F. H., The Principles of Logic. 
Cloth. London, 1883. 

Brugsch, H., Grammaire Demotique con- 
tenant les princi generaux de la 
langue et de Pecriture populaire des 
anciens Egyptiens. Boards. Berlin, 

Brugsch, H., Hie lyphisch-demotisch 
Woerterbuch. 4to,uncut. Leipzig, 1868- 
1889. 

Castelnau, Ex 
centrales de PAmerique du Sud, de Rio 
Janeiro a Lima, et de Lima au Para. 6 
vols. text and 8 vols. plates, 4to and folio, bound in 
12 vols. Half morocco. Paris, 1850-1861. 

Comte, Aug., System of Positive Polity. 
4 vols, Cloth. London, 1875-1877. 

Comptes Rendus hebdomadatires des Sean- 
ces de Academie des Sciences. Vols. :- 
126 and 3 indexes. Cloth. Paris, 1835-1898. 

Cooke, M. C., British Fresh-Water Alger. 
2 vols. (Text and 130 colored plates.) Half morocco. 
London, 1882-1884. 

Demiani, H. Francols Brioct, Caspar En- 
derlein und das Edelzinn. Mit 7 Textabbild. 
in Lichtdruck und Holzschnitt und so Lichtdruck- 
tafeln. Small folio, Cloth. Leipzig, 

Denifie, H., and Chatelain, E,, Chartulari- 
um Universitatis Parisiensis, Vols. 1-4. 
Half morocco, new. Paris, 1889-1897. 

Duruy, V., History of Greece. Translated by M. 
M. Ripley. Complete, 8 vols. Cloth. London, 1898. 


Duruy, V., Mistory of Bome and the 
Homan people from its origin to the es- 
tablishment of the Christian Empire. 
Ed. by J. P. Mahaffy. Complete,6vols. Cloth. Lon- 
don, 1883-1886. 


dition dans‘ partice 


Many of the Sets of Periodicals are in entirely mew bindings. 
For other Sets see and August numbers of Liprary JouRNAL. 


G. E. STECHERT, 9 East 16th Street, New York. 


Kay Printine House, 66-66 Centre Staecr, New Yorn. 
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